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Mal i k- Arri val
ABDUL MALI K RECEI VES HERO S VWELCOVE AFTER CHANNEL FEAT

SEPANG Aug 8 (Bernama) -- English channel conqueror Abdul Malik Mydin
arrived home to an arousing wel cone today following his historic feat in
being the first Malaysian to swimacross the waterway which separates
Engl and and France | ast Monday.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad was at the KL
International Airport (KLIA) here to personally wel cone and congratul ate
Abdul Malik, who arrived on board a Malaysian Airlines (MAS) flight from
London.

The cavernous airport resounded with a thunderous shout of "Malaysia
Bol eh" as the marat hon swi nmer was greeted and appl auded by sone 1, 000 well
wi shers and supporters.

Joining Dr Mahathir were Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi, Youth and Sports M nister Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein, his
deputy, Datuk Ong Tee Kiat, sailor Datuk Azhar Mansur, who acconplished a
sol o circumavigation of the world in 1999.

The Prime Mnister hinself had just |landed at the KLIA after a one-day
visit to Sabah.

Battling powerful current, the Ml aysian finished the swimfrom Dover,
Engl and to the beach of the village of Wssant in France in 17 hours 30
m nut es.

"Because of Malik, I'mstanding here taller than usual. W can be proud
of the ability of our |ocal boys," said Dr Mahathir, greeted with
ent husi asti c appl ause.

Dr Mahathir said that it was the kind of spirit and determ nati on shown
by Abdul Malik that woul d nmake Mal aysi ans great.

The younger generation, he said, should emulate the qualities |like
determ nation, discipline, diligence and perseverance di spl ayed by Abdul
Mal i k.

The Prime Mnister said that even though Abdul Malik had been told that
the schedule for the swimhad to be changed several tinmes, the pressure he
underwent had not eroded his spirit.

"W need young people with the qualities and attitude possessed by
Mali k Mydin," he said, saying that such positive val ues shoul d be enul at ed.

Mal aysi ans had travelled round the world, clinb Munt Everest and tried
various feats, the Prime Mnister said, but there would be yet another
chal lenge to test their resilience and determni nation.

"We' || be sending a cosmonaut to space. This is not sonething sinple as
training will take up to two years and the tests carried out are very
chal | engi ng.

"But to be a race of dignity and to be respected, then we'll have to
have determ nation, discipline and be prepared to face future chall enges,"
he said.

However, Dr Mahathir believed that many Ml aysi ans woul d of fer
t hensel ves to becone the country's first cosnonaut.

He said that through courage and high spirit, the challenge to send a
cosnonaut to outer space would becone a reality.

"Indeed, it's true that many others have travelled to outer space and
even | anded on the nmoon but for us, it's sonething very challenging,” he
sai d.

The Prime Mnister said that not many in the devel opi ng world woul d
have such an opportunity and as such, the people should be grateful for the



opportunity to test Ml aysians in facing the chall enge of this nodern
wor | d.

Dr Mahathir congratul ated Abdul Malik personally and on behl af of the
Mal aysi an government for making a nane for the country.

"Ml aysi a bol eh, rakyat Mal aysian bol eh (Ml aysi a can, Ml aysi ans can).
If you are willing, you can, overcome everything. InsyaAllah," he said.

In his speech, Abdul Malik thanked all Ml aysians and the country's
| eaders for their encouragenent, support and prayers.

Briefly relating his experience in swiming across the English Channel,
Abdul Malik said that he took about five hours to swimthe |ast
five-kilonetre stretch.

"If you ask ne, 1'Il say | didn't have any nore strength at that tine
but because of your prayers, that of the Rt Honourable Prime Mnister,
friends and all Ml aysians, | was able to set foot in Calais,"” he said.

He described his success as not his al one but also that of all
Mal aysi ans.

At the function, Abdul Mlik was presented with a keris by Dr Mahathir
whi l e Abdul Malik presented hima portrait of hinmself with the Prine
M nister in return.
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