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CH EF SECRETARY: ABDULLAH W LL CONTI NUE TO FOCUS ON DEVELOPMENT

By: Santha Qorjitham

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 1 (Bernama) -- Malaysia's fifth prime mnister, Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi, will continue the country's focus on physical
devel opnent, Chief Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Sanmsudi n Gsman sai d.

The head of the civil service has known Abdullah since their first jobs
in the Public Service Departnent (PSD) at Runmah Persekutuan in Kual a
Lumpur .

"Devel opment will still be very high on his agenda," Sansudin said,
noting that as chairman of the Conpetitiveness Conmttee, Abdullah is
tasked with ensuring that the country remains conpetitive.

And as chairman of the Cabinet Special Committee on Integrity of the
Cvil Service, Abdullah would also "focus on the noral and ethical aspects
of devel opment, on the need for civil servants to uphold the highest |evel
of integrity,” Sansudin said in an interview with Bernama, here.

Abdul | ah' s grandfat her, Shei kh Abdul | ah Fahim was known as an ul ama
and Quran teacher while his father, Datuk Haji Ahnmad Badawi, served as
deputy head of UMNO Yout h.

Abdul | ah hinmsel f attended a religious secondary school and earned a
Bachel or of Arts degree in Islamc Studies at the University of Ml aya.

Sanmsudi n reckoned that Abdullah's fam |y background and educati on had
had an i npact on the new prine ninister.

"It was observable during his tenure as deputy prime mnister. H's
religious val ues show through in his decisions, his views and his approach.

"A lot of people would find himnore approachable... someone who smiles
all the time and is willing to listen. I do have a sense that he likes to
build on consensus,"” he said.

VWhen Sansudin joined the PSD as an assistant secretary in April 1969,
Abdul | ah had al ready been in the post for five years.

The newconer | ooked up to his senior: "He was very articul ate,
participated very well at neetings and was willing to give his views."

Sanmsudi n particularly remenbers that Abdullah was brave about voicing
hi s opi ni on even when the chairman (the Director of Establishnment, the late
Samad Yim "did not seemtoo happy” with the different viewpoints.

They met again in 1982 when Abdull ah was M nister in the Prine
M nister's Departnment and Sansudi n was head of Finance and Account
Managenment at the National Institute of Public Adm nistration (Intan).

As the new prime mnister, Datuk Seri (now Tun) Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had
i ntroduced the Look East Policy, the inculcation of Islamc values in the
civil service, work inprovenent teans, Quality Control, name-tags and
punch-card for civil servants.

"Datuk Seri Abdullah was the Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Department responsible for the civil service," said Sansudin.

"As soneone fromthe civil service, he had a |ot of ideas on how to
i nprove, noderni se and nake things nore efficient. He was responsible for
seeing that the ideas were inplenented. Intan and Manpu (Ml aysi an
Admi ni strative Mdernisation and Managenent Planning Unit) becane the
vehicles to facilitate inplenmentation of these policies relating to the
civil service," he said.

One-stop bill paynent agenci es were one of Abdullah's ideas, he said.

Until then, the public had to pay electricity, water, tel ephone and
other bills fromstate authorities at different outlets.

Abdul | ah suggested that all the service providers accept paynent of



each other's bills.

"I't was very significant because it provided an exanple of thinking and
doing things differently, to bring about efficiency and effectiveness of
the civil service and nake things easier for the public."” said Sansudin,
who headed the taskforce to inplenment the programme.

Abdul | ah's early days in the civil service provide a glinpse of the
| eader that he would becone.

Hs two nmonths as acting prine minister |ast year, when Dr Mihathir was
on | eave, showed himto be "a prine mnister who will do the job", Sansudin
added.
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