25 MAR 2003
Zahar ah- Canpai gn
CH LDREN S CAMPAI GN TO PROTEST AGAI NST WAR

KUCHI NG March 25 (Bernama) -- The National Unity and Community
Devel opnent Mnistry will organise a canpaign for children in this country
to protest against the war on children in Iraq.

Its minister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said the canpaign foll owed
t he unani nous condemmati on, as proposed by Prime Mnister Dr Mhathir
Mohamad i n the Dewan Rakyat yesterday, of the military action by the United
States in Irag.

"We are still discussing the concept. It's an effort to unite the
voi ces of children to say "No" to war and a sign of synpathy for Iraq
children who are victins of war," she told reporters here today.

The canpai gn i nvol ved non-governnental organi sations and children's
groups.

Earlier, Dr Siti Zaharah visited Pakan in Sarikei to give financial aid
to 41 fire victins who lost their honmes in the Rumah Panjang Dana bl aze
[ ast nont h.

"Children are encouraged to participate in the canpaign so that their
voi ces are heard by the international community, especially by the United
States and its allies who attack Iraq," she said.

Chi l dren throughout the world were watching on tel evision, and reading
in the newspapers, of the viol ence against other children in Iraq, she
added.

Dr Siti Zaharah said she was thankful that children in Mal aysia were
able to live in peace and harnony despite their diverse racial and
religi ous background.
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