28 SEP 2003
Abdul | ah- Chi n Peng
CH N PENG NOT ALLOWED | NTO MALAYSI A FOR NOW ABDULLAH

PUTRAJAYA, Sept 28 (Bernama) -- The Mal aysi an Governnent will not all ow
the former secretary-general of the outlawed Comuni st Party of Ml aya
(CPM Chin Peng to return to Malaysia for the present, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said today.

Perm ssion could not be granted because Chin Peng was still linked to a
banned organisation with its history of perpetrating terrorismin this
country, he said.

"I have been told by a third party that Chin Peng had expressed a wi sh
to return now. | replied that we should put off a decision for the
present,” he told reporters after launching the Wrld Heart Day 2003
cel ebrations here.

Abdul | ah was asked to comment on the statenment by DAP Chairman LimKit
Siang on Friday that Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad allow Chin Peng to
return to Mal aysia before the Prine M nister stepped down on Cct 31

Yest erday Deputy Hone M nister Datuk Chor Chee Heung comenting on
Lims statement said the decision to allow or disallow Chin Peng to return
was |left to Dr Mahathir and Abdul I ah.

The former communi st terrorist is nowin exile in Thail and.

Meanwhi |l e on the counterfeiting of Penang State CGovernnent Treasury
cheques, Abdull ah said he did not want to specul ate on whet her insiders
wer e invol ved.

Yest erday Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon di scl osed that
State Treasury cheques involving RV million had been counterfeited
apparently by a Kual a Lunpur-based syndi cate.

He had said close to 500 such counterfeit cheques had been cashed and
RVMB million had been banked into several personal and conpany accounts in
Kual a Lunpur.

However stop paynment order was issued and RML million was saved after
the bank alerted the governnent yesterday over cheques bearing the sanme
serial nunber.

Checks by the bank and State Treasury officials revealed that the state
gover nnment cheques had been cl oned.

Pol i ce had since begun investigations and arrested six suspects in
connection with the case.

Earlier speaking at the function, Abdullah said a healthy popul ation
woul d be able to help the governnent succeed even nore in its devel opnment
pr ogr ames.

He said healthy, active and cheerful people would be able to give their
best to national devel opment and progress.

Productivity and efficiency would be affected if Ml aysians fell sick
too often, he added.

He said the governnent would continue to upgrade health facilities and
the I evel of treatnment to ensure the well being of all Mal aysi ans.
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