19 SEP 2003
AMBASSADOR- CHI NA
CHI NA ASSURED OF CONTINUITY OF TIES FOLLONNG DPM S VISI T

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 19 (Bernamm) -- The recent visit to China by Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi has assured Chi nese | eaders
of the continuity of relationship between the two countries started by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Mal aysi an Anbassador to China, Datuk Abdul Mjid Ahmad Khan, said the
rel ati onship was now at its best and next year, Ml aysia would be
celebrating its 30th anniversary of diplomatic ties wth China.

"Over the years, relations between both countries had expanded in all
aspects and the recent visit has raised it to another level,"” he told
Bernama at the sideline of the Ml aysia-China Partnership Sumrmit 2003 here
t oday.

The two-day sunmt, which ended today, was entitled "~Broadening the
G ounds for Partnership, Realising the Prom se of China's Progress' was
organi sed by the Asia Strategy & Leadership Institute.

Abdul I ah, who will take over when Dr Mahathir retires as Prine M nister
after the Organisation of Islamc Conference Summit next nonth, returned to
Kual a Lunmpur yesterday after |eading a delegation of highly influential
Mal aysi an political and business |eaders for a five-day visit to China.

"W need to recognise that China is noving ahead very fast as a robust
economny and its contribution to the region in years to come will be great,"”
Abdul Majid said.

He added Mal aysi a needed to synergi se and take advantage of this.

"I would like to advise the Ml aysi an busi ness community to adopt
appropriate strategies with the Chinese market in mnd.

"They should al so | ook into how to take advantage of the opportunities
so that we can also gain fromthe rise of China econom cally," he added.

Abdul Majid said the overall feeling was that China would contribute
positively and play an inportant role in the region in ternms of economc
devel opnent.

He al so advi sed Mal aysi an investors to bear in mnd a nunmber of factors
to ensure their success when venturing into China.

The anbassador said the situation in China was very conpetitive as
t here were nmany pl ayers.

"Everyone is there and conpetition is very stiff. Then there are al so
the multinational corporations,” he said.

Abdul Majid said investors nmust be well prepared before entering the
Chi nese mar ket .

"They have to conduct feasibility studies and know what their
obj ectives are. They can't just say "oh, there is a big market and | think
I can make noney overnight'," Abdul Mjid said.

He said that nust not be the kind of approach because they m ght |and
into a lot of difficulties.

"I nvestors nmust al so ensure that they have enough financial backing so
as not to get stuck hal fway. And of course, they nust |ook for a good and
appropriate partner," he added. -- BERNANVA
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