13 JAN 2003

CHI NA CONFI DENT M SI A WLL BECOVE A DEVELOPED COUNTRY

LANGKAW , Jan 13 (Bernama) -- China is confident that Ml aysia wll
beconme a devel oped country as aspired by its | eadership, said Chinese
M ni ster of Science and Technol ogy Xu Guanhua toni ght.

"Mal aysia will certainly realise its Wawasan 2020 (Vi sion 2020) to
become a devel oped country,"” he said during a return speech at a state
di nner hosted by Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain held in
conjunction with the visit by Chinese Vice-Premier Li Langing to the resort
i sland here.

Li arrived on Saturday, heading a 62-nmenber del egation conprising
government officials and nedia representatives for a five-day visit to
Mal aysi a.

Tonmorrow, Li is scheduled to visit Langkaw 's fanous | andmark, Hel ang
Square in Kuah and the RVA6 nmillion cable car service in Tel uk Burau.

He said Malaysia had all it needed and the ability to devel op
especially with Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad' s wi sdom and
i nspiration.

Xu al so said the changes taking place in Langkawi that had turned the
resort island into a world famous destinati on and hol i day paradi se were the
result of such inspiration.

Earlier, Syed Razak in his wel com ng speech invited interested parties
fromChina to participate i n Kedah's devel opnent .

"There are many opportunities under the Kedah Action Plan in three
strategi c areas nanely manufacturing, agriculture and tourism whereby snart
partnership can be formed between foreign and | ocal investors,"” he added.
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