31 OCT 2003

CHI NA SENDS WARMEST CONGRATULATI ONS TO ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 31 (Bernama) -- The Governnent of the People's
Republic of China today sent its warnest congratul ati ons and best w shes to
the new Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi .

Its Prime Mnister, Wen Jiabao, said that being a friendly nei ghbour
Chi na wished to express its sincere admration and i s convinced that
Mal aysi a woul d definitely acconplish further success under Abdullah's
| eader shi p.

He said, in a statenment today, that both countries enjoyed profound
traditional friendship and shared commopn interests extensively.

"The bilateral relations now are at its best and the recent visit to
Chi na by Datuk Seri Abdullah is of great significance in the devel opnent of
bilateral relations as it inherits the past and ushers in the future,” he
added.

He said with Abdull ah's appointnent as the fifth Prime Mnister, China
was ready together with Malaysia to open a new and bright era in the
bilateral relations.

"May Mal aysia enjoy prosperity and its people well-being and Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah enj oy good health and achi eve success," he said.

Ji abao al so said that under the | eadership of former Prinme Mnister
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, and the concerted efforts of the Ml aysi an peopl e,
Mal aysi a had, over the years, broken a new path of nordenisation suitable
to its own conditions and thus set a successful nodel for the devel oping
countri es.
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