01 FEB 2003
CGoat - Cel ebrati on ( Roundup)
CH NESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATED NATI ONW DE

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 1 (Bernama) -- Ml aysian Chi nese today ushered in the
Year of the Goat with nationwi de cel ebrati ons which included hosting open
house and visits to tenples.

In KUALA LUWPUR, the Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad,
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi visited the MCA open house at Dewan San Choon of
Wsma MCA in Jal an Anrpang here.

They were received on arrival by MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong
Si k and other MCA | eaders.

Al so joining the 5 000 odd people at the open house were nmenbers of the
foreign diplomatic corps.

Tourists visiting the country also visited the MCA open house and took
the opportunity to speak to the Prine Mnister.

Dr Mahathir spent about an hour at the MCA open house during which he
wat ched Chi nese cul tural dances.

The Prime Mnister and other dignitaries also attended the Gerakan
party's open house at Wawasan Hall of the PGRM Tower in Cheras.

In KOTA KI NABALU, the Chinese community cel ebrated the new year by
visits to the tenples in the norning and in the afternoon held open house
for friends and rel ati ves.

The Sabah Progressive Party will host a Chinese Year open house at the
Li kas Sports Conpl ex tonorrow.

The Sabah MCA and Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) will al so host open house
tonmorrow at the Sekol ah Menengah Ki an Kok, Likas, and Airport View Hotel
respectively.

Chief Mnister Datuk Chong Kah Kiat and his wife Datin lvy will host
open house at their residence in Jalan Tel ekom Kudat, tonorrow from 10amto
2pm

In KUCH NG heavy rain this norning did not danpen the Chi nese New Year
cel ebrati ons.

Sarawak Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Abang Mihanad Sal ahuddi n and Chi ef
M ni ster Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud call ed at the open house of the Sarawak
United Peoples Party (SUPP) at its party headquarters.

More than 3,000 people visited the open hosted by the SUPP, Sarawak's
ol dest political party.

In Penang, the Yang Dipertua Negeri Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas and his
consort Toh Puan Majinor Shariff visited the open house hosted by Chief
M nister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and his wife Puan Sri Chui Kah Peng at
Fort Cornwal lis.

Some 10, 000 peopl e of various comunities and foreign tourists al so
visited the open house.

Penang State Executive Councillor for Local Government, the Environnent
and Traffic Managenment Datuk Dr Teng Hock Nan and his wife Datin Chang Lee
Lee hel d open house at the Che Hoon Khor Mral Uplifting Society prem ses.

Among the dignitaries who visited the open house were fornmer Penang
Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Dr Handan Shei kh Tahir and his w fe Toh Puan
Zai nab Bahar uddi n.

The Peopl es Progressive Party (PPP)'s new year open house was hel d at
the Dewan YMCA in Jal an Macalister.

In ALOR SETAR, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain and
his wife Datin Seri Sharifah Hami dah Syed Hamid were anong the dignitaries



at the Kedah MCA open house at the Keat Hwa Private Secondary School hall.

They were wel comred by Kedah MCA Chi ef Datuk Beh Heng Seong and Deputy
Hone M ni ster Datuk Chor Chee Heung.

An opera from China also entertained the visitors to the Kedah MCA open
house.

In the afternoon, Syed Razak visited the open house of Kedah Gerakan
Chief and State Executive Councillor Datuk Fong Chok G n at Taman Ml aysi a,
Al or Star.

In 1 POH, Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali, State MC
Chi ef Datuk G Rajoo and State Secretary Datuk |Isahak Yeop were anbng nore
than 2,000 people who visited the open house hosted by Perak MCA Chairman
and State Executive Councillor for Infrastructure and Public Utilities
Dat uk Ong Ka Chuan.

The Perak CGovernnent will host a state |evel open house at the I|poh
Padang from 7pm t onor r ow.

I n SEREMBAN, Negeri Senbilan MCA Chi ef and Deputy Educati on M nister
Dat uk Hon Choon Ki m hosted open house at the Serenban Town Hall while State
Cerakan Chairman entertained visitors to the party's house at Term nal One
Shoppi ng Conpl ex.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhanmed | sa Abdul Samad and his wife Puan Sri
Hazi zah Tumin were anong the people who visited the open house.

Simlar celebrations were held in other states.
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