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Naj i b- Servi ce
CH NESE ORGANI SATI ONS, ASSOCI ATI ONS APPROVE NATI ONAL SERVI CE

KUALA LUMPUR, July 4 (Bernama) -- Twenty six Chinese organi sati ons and
associ ati ons support the National Service programe but want mnor details
ironed out before its inplenmentation next year

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said: "They not only
support the programme but will al so organi se roadshows to explain to the
(Chi nese) community the nmerits of the progranme.”

Sonme 60 representatives fromthe various rgani sati ons and associ ati ons,
|l ed by MCA President Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting, attended a briefing at the
Def ence M nistry here today.

Speaking to reporters after the briefing, Najib said the group had al so
prom sed to provide feedback fromthe Chinese comunity about the progranmme
to the governnent.

"They want details of the programe. They al so want individual problens
to be taken into consideration, |ike the disruption of studies," said
Naj i b, outlining concerns raised during the briefing.

National Service, the brainchild of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, is ained at school -1 eavers who have conpleted their Sijil
Pel aj aran Mal aysia (SPM exam nations.

Its main aimis to instill a sense of patriotismanong youths and
bri dge gaps between the various conmunities.

"They (the 26 organi sations and associ ations) accept the aimof the
programe but want the programre to have the right racial conposition and
this includes the trainers,” Najib said.

He said the Chinese organi sati ons and associ ations al so wanted the
government to ensure that there would not be any religious elenent in the
programe and that it should not be too physical

On another note, Najib said the governnent had picked six officers to
coordi nate the National Service progranme but the main office-bearers had
yet to be namned.

Meanwhi | e, MCA President Ong said the neeting was very successful and
the conmunity | eaders who attended it were convinced that National Service
woul d benefit the youths.

"They feel very happy and positive after the nmeeting today. Things
whi ch were not cl ear have been nmade clear,” he added.
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