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Abdul | ah- Rel ati ons
CHI NA- MALAYSI A RELATI ONS AT I TS PEAK - CHI NESE PREM ER

By: Khairdzir Yunus

BEI JING Sept 15 (Bernama) -- China's Prine Mnister Wen Ji abao
considers the bilateral relation between Ml aysia and China now at its
zenith in the history of the two countries' relationship.

This was told to Mal aysi an Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi at their mneeting here today.

Abdul | ah, who is on a five-day working visit to China starting
yesterday, told a press conference after the neeting that the Chinese
Prem er al so expressed hope that he (Abdullah) could continue to enhance
the existing close ties when he took over the | eadership of the country.

Aside from paying a courtesy call on Wen Jiabao, Abdullah also held a
meeting with Chinese Vice Prem er Huang Ju today.

Abdul | ah said he had pledged to try to strengthen the existing
bilateral ties in the nmeetings with China's top two officials.

"The two Chi nese | eaders see us as a good friend and the bilateral ties
whi ch exist between the two countries are very strong," he said.

Abdul l ah will take over Ml aysia's reins when Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad retires as Prime Mnister after the Organisation of Islamc
Conference Summit hosted by Mal aysi a next nonth.

Abdul | ah said the Chinese Premier told himthere were opportunities to
strengthen ties between the two countries and he hoped bilateral trade
bet ween Mal aysia and China could be increased to US$20 billion (RW®6
billion) next year.

Last year's bilateral trade between Ml aysia and China was US$14
billion (RVb2.2 billion) while the total for the first half of this year
was US$8.7 billion (RVM33.6 billion).

On the nore than 200 Mal aysi an busi nessmen acconpanying himon his trip
to China, Abdullah said the two Chinese | eaders wel coned their arrival and
hoped it would create opportunities for cooperation with their counterparts
i n China.

He said the Chinese Vice Premer also identified areas which needed the
attention of the private sector of both countries |ike high technol ogy,
bi ot echnol ogy, information and communi cati on technol ogy and outer space.

"We are al so paying attention to agriculture which relates to
aquacul ture and rice," Abdull ah said.

He said China al so expressed interest in naking additional investnents
in Malaysia especially in the BioValley project involving pharnaceutica
and herbal industries.

On international issues, he said China stressed its stand on
multilateralismand would play its role in the United Nations to support
multilateralismas a crucial effort in resolving world woes.

The Deputy Prine Mnister said China al so expressed her opposition to
terrorismand was ready to cooperate with Ml aysia to conbat the
terrorists.

Abdul | ah said he al so supported China's policy to establish strategic
partners anong Asean countries, which was told to himby the Chinese
Premer.

Abdul I ah said he al so communicated to the | eaders the need for better
cooperation in education.

Meanwhi | e, he said the Chinese | eaders also related their support
towards the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation (TAC) which they expected to
sign at the Asean Summit in Bali on Oct 7 and 8.



"This is a good devel opnent," Abdul | ah sai d.
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