21 JUL 2003
Chirac-Visit
CH RAC S BRIEF VISIT SEEN AS S| GNI FI CANT

KUALA LUMPUR, July 21 (Bernamm) -- French President Jacques Chirac's
brief visit to Malaysia tonorrow will be significant as it allows himto
di scuss bilateral and international issues at length with Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, Wsma Putra said today.

"Ml aysi a- France rel ati ons have al ways been cl ose whi ch have been
further enriched by the strong bond of friendship between the R ght
Honour abl e Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir and President Jacques Chirac, both at
of ficial and personal levels,” it said in a statenent issued here.

According to Wsnma Putra, Chirac will also hold talks with Deputy Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi .

Chirac will be acconpanied by M nister of Overseas Departnent and
Territories Brigitte Grardin and nine senior officials.

H's visit is to honour the invitation by Dr Mhathir.

According to Wsma Putra, bilateral trade between the two countries has
been on the upward trend with total bilateral trade |ast year val ued at
RMB. 43 billion and for the first tine the balance of trade was in
Mal aysi a' s favour.

For the period between January and May this year, bilateral trade stood
at RVA.46 billion. Mre than 50 per cent of Malaysia's exports conprise
sem conduct or devi ces.

In the area of investnent, French general investment in Ml aysia |ast
year was worth RWMZ6 mllion.

"Defence rel ati ons between the two countries are equally strong. This
is underlined by the unbrella Defence Cooperation Agreenment that was signed
in 1993," it said.

Mal aysi a and France signed an agreenent |ast year for the purchase of
two new Scorpene submarines. The first submarine is due for delivery in
2007.

In terms of tourist arrivals, the number of French tourists visiting
Mal aysi a di pped to 16.6 per cent |ast year. A total of 27,434 French
visitors were recorded | ast year conmpared to 32,922 French arrivals the
previ ous year.

"It is hoped that with daily MAS flight servicing the Kual a
Lunpur-Paris sector, the nunber of French arrivals will increase,” it said.
There is al so an increasing nunber of Ml aysi an students studying in
various universities and institutes in France. There are 181 registered

Mal aysi an students in France as of January this year.
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