12 MAY 2003
Germany-M si a
CLOSER BI LATERAL TI ES W TH GERVANY

PUTRAJAYA, May 12 (Bernamm) -- The three-day visit of German Chancell or
CGerhard Schroeder to Malaysia will help strengthen bilateral ties between
the two nations in all fields especially in the area of education, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said today.

The visit, the first by a German chancellor to Ml aysia, would help in
the transfer of scientific know edge and technol ogi cal -related matters, he
said after a del egation neeting between the 17-nmenber entourage |ed by
Schroeder and Ml aysi an governnent officials led by Prime Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at the Prime Mnister's office here.

Schroeder, who arrived here yesterday, is on a six-day tour of
Sout h- East Asian countries, with Malaysia as his first stop. He will later
proceed to Singapore, |Indonesia and Vietnam

Bef ore the del egation neeting, the two | eaders had a four-eye
di scussi on on ways to boost bilateral and economc ties between the two
nations. Germany is Malaysia's biggest trading partner in the European
Uni on.

"W have no bilateral problenms with Germany. W're happy with their
i nvestment here. There're about 300 Gernman conpani es operating here," Syed
Ham d sai d.

During his nmeeting with Dr Mahat hir, Schroeder expressed delight not
only over Mal aysia's devel opnent policies but also the strong stand taken
by the nation on international issues, he said.

"Dr Mahathir proposed an inter-civilisation dialogue with the Germans.
Germany has sone 4.5 million Muslins. The Prinme Mnister has invited
scholars from Germany to have dial ogues with officials of Ikim(lnstitute
of Islam c Understandi ng Mal aysia)," he said.

Syed Hanmi d said that the del egation neeting was warm "nost productive
and constructive not only on economc matters but also political issues”.

"The two | eaders al so agreed that for |asting peace in the Mddle East,
the Pal estinian i ssue nust be resolved first. They al so agreed that the
United Nations should play the central role in resolving conflicts,"” he
sai d.

He said that international issues discussed focused nore on the
Pal estinian probl emespecially the United States' new y-proposed road nmap
in the troubl e-prone region.

Syed Hanmd said that Dr Mahathir wanted nore German tourists to cone to
Mal aysia to witness the beauty of the country and how peopl e of various
religions and ethnic races live in harnony.

The Prime Mnister also wanted Lufthansa, the German national airline,
to fly to the KL International Airport (KLIA) in Sepang.

"Schroeder wanted nore pronotion to be carried out in Germany to inform
their people of Malaysia and its attractions. He al so nmentioned that
efforts should be made to ensure Germans know that Mal aysia is a safe place
to visit. Mdre focus should be given to this," he said.
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