25 APR 2003
Ani f ah- | ndependence
CLOSI NG OF | NDEPENDENCE MONTH PROM SES TO BE UNI QUE AFFAI R

KOTA Kl NABALU, April 25 (Bernama) -- The cl osing of the |Independence
Mont h cel ebration, to be held here on Sept 16, will capture the spirit of
the occasion in a unique way, the organi sers said today.

"W want it to be sonething different, an event showcasing the cultures
of Mal aysians in a manner different from previous cel ebrations. W do not
want a repetition,” Main Organising Comm ttee chairman Dat uk Anifah Aman
sai d.

The conmittee woul d consi der feedback from various quarters, including
the people and the private sector, he told reporters after chairing the
second neeting of the conmttee here.

Ani fah, who is Deputy Primary Industries Mnister, represents the
federal governnent in the main committee while Sabah Youth and Sports
M ni ster Tan Sri Joseph Kurup represents the state governnent.

"This is not a special celebration for Sabah. It is a nationa
celebration...we will contact other states to take part so that tourists
can get to see not only Sabah culture but also those of other states,” he
sai d.

The event will be held in the vicinity of the Likas Sports Conplex so
as to accommopdat e an estinated 100, 000 peopl e expected for the occasion

Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddi n Tuanku Syed Putra
Jamal ul l ail and Raja Permai suri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku Abdul Rashid,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, Cabinet mnisters, Menteris
Besar and Chief Mnisters and foreign diplomts would be attendi ng, he
sai d.

He said tour operators should pronote the event anong foreigners and
organi se speci al packages for the celebration as it was part of the
national tourism cal endar

"We hope that by then the SARS probl em woul d be reduced,” he said.
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