08 DEC 2003
Abdul I ah- Sunmmi t
ABDULLAH TO ATTEND ASEAN- JAPAN COMVEMORATI VE SUMWM T I N TCKYO

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 8 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi will |ead the Mal aysi an del egation to the two-day Asean-Japan
Commenor ative Summit which begins in Tokyo on Thursday, according to Wsna
Putra.

It said in a statenent issued today that Abdullah will be acconpanied
by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, International Trade and
Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and senior governnment officials.

This will be Abdullah's first official appearance abroad as Prine
M ni ster since taking over from Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad on Cct 31.

The Asean-Japan Commenorative Sunmt, which will be held at the
Cei hi nkan State Guest House, marks the 30th anniversary of Asean-Japan
relations and is the first summt with a dial ouge partner held outside the
Asean regi on.

At the summit, to be co-chaired by Japanese Prine Mnister Junichiro
Koi zumi and I ndonesi an President Megawati Sukarnoputri, the |eaders would
take stock of 30 years of Asean-Japan relations as well as exchange views
on strengtheni ng and deepening their relations.

According to Asean sources, the Tokyo summit is expected to provide
further inpetus to the rapidly accelerating drive towards an Asian bond
mar ket .

The | eaders are expected to di scuss proposals that could bring about
changes to the econonmic and financial |andscape of East Asia in the com ng
decades.

Specific policies for the formation of regional ties for the 21st
century woul d be di scussed, sources said, adding that they would gather to
build a conmunity that acts together and advances toget her.

Speaki ng in Kuala Lunpur |ast nonth, Japanese Foreign Mnistry
spokesman Hat suhi sa Takashima said that his country ains to start trade
talks with Mal aysia, the Philippines and Thailand at the Tokyo summit.

He said that tal ks on economic partnership agreenments would foll ow,
goi ng beyond free trade pacts to include investnment and other itens, to add
to Tokyo's existing one with Singapore.

Wsma Putra said in the statenent that the sunmmit woul d al so provide
the opportunity for Abdullah to neet his Asean col |l eagues and the Japanese
Prime M nister.

Abdul l ah is expected to hold tal ks with Koizum , Philippine President
@ oria Macapagal Arroyo, Singapore Prine Mnister Goh Chok Tong and Thai
Prinme M nister Thaksin Shinawatr a.
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