26 MAY 2003
EC- El ecti on
EC S PREPARATI ONS FOR ELECTI ON TO BE COVPLETED BY APRI L 2004

| POH, May 26 (Bernama) -- The El ection Comm ssion (EC) expects all its
preparations for the General Election to be conpleted by April next year,
its Secretary Datuk Wan Ahnad Wan Omar sai d t oday.

He said the preparations included the redelineation of electora
boundari es and training for 130,000 el ection staff.

The projection was nmade after taking into account all aspects such as
the year-end holidays and the fasting nonth, he said after briefing Perak
Bari san Nasi onal | eaders on anendnents to the El ection Laws and
Regul at i ons.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad woul d table a
nmotion in Parliament on June 23 to anmend the Federal Constitution to
provi de for the new constituencies to be incorporated.

He said this was a followup to the approval by Parlianment of the
El ection Bill 2003 which provided for the redelineation of el ectora
boundari es involving the increase in the nunber of parlianmentary
constituencies from194 to 219.

Wan Ahnad said the briefing for governnent parties at central |evel had
begun on May 21 while that for the opposition parties would be held for the
second tine in Kuala Lunpur on June 5.

"Kedah PAS has requested for a briefing and this will be held within
t hese two weeks, " he added.

Wan Ahmad al so said the EC expected to be given the power to transfer
voters to constituencies according to the addresses in the Identity Cards
within the next two nonths.

He said the new powers under Article 22A, Registration of Voter
Regul ati ons were being studied by the Attorney-CGeneral before being
presented to the Cabi net.

"Under the newlaw, we will send letters to the voters according to
their new addresses and also to the address in their ldentity Cards. If
there is no proof that they are residing at their new addresses, then we
will shift themto their old addresses,” he said.
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