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CONCEPT OF | SLAM C STATE SHOULD BE EXPLAI NED TO THE RAKYAT, SAYS Kl NG

KUALA LUMPUR, March 10 (Bernama) -- The understanding on the Islanmc
state and "jihad" as well as the proper use of the institution of nosque
shoul d be explained to the rakyat as there are already signs that could
jeopardise the unity of the ummah if |eft unchecked, said the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamalullail today.

"This is the result when Mislins do not uphold the revered and true
view on several matters such as the understanding of Malaysia as an Islamc
state, understanding of jihad and the m suse of the nosque institution," he
sai d when opening the first sitting of the fifth termof the 10th
Par | i ament here.

He said i medi ate acti on was needed to ensure that the country woul d
continue to enjoy stability, peace and prosperity.

The King al so expressed regrets on the activities of some Sekol ah Agana
Rakyat (SAR) which did not teach the true teachings of Islambut instead
instigated the students to hate other Mislinms when |Islamregards al
Musl i ms as brothers.

"I'f ny government were to continue to support such deviated religious
schools, it would nmean that the governnment condons the teaching of that
contrary to Islam" he said.

However, he was grateful to note that many parents and students of SAR
had responded to the governnment's call to switch to national schools where
t hey woul d recei ve bal anced education on their obligations as individuals
or "fardhu ain" and as a nenber of the society or "fardhu kifayah"

On a gl obal issue, Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin was confident that Ml aysia's
| eadership would add vitality to the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM to ensure
it remained relevant and net the aspirations and interest of its nenbers.

"As NAM chairman for the next three years, Ml aysia is capable of
leading it to face current challenges for the sake of global justice,
prosperity and fairness as well as contributing towards resolving conflicts
peaceful ly," he said.

He thanked Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and the
governnment for the success in organising the recent 13th NAM Sumi t.

H's Majesty also regretted to note that the world was facing various
probl enms, including the threat of terrori smwhich others had associ at ed
with Islam

"On the other hand, far greater violence comitted by non-Islanic
groups or individuals are not associated with their religions,” he said.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin al so expressed his wishes to see students in
this country able to master English in line with the devel opnent in the
fields of science and technol ogy.

However, he regretted that the government's decision to use English in
t he teaching and | earning of science and mat hemati cs had been m sconstrued
and nade into an issue by certain people.

"It reflects their narrow m ndedness, wi thout realising the inportance
of building a harnonious Ml aysian society," he said.

He al so said that focus would continue to be given to the devel opnent
of infrastructures to enhance the quality of life of the rural popul ation
i ncluding the Orang Asli comunity.

He said the people's prosperity devel opnent schenme woul d be expanded to
tackl e poverty in both the urban and rural areas.

There woul d be systematic devel opment for the Orang Asli community with



focus on education, econony and health, he said.
He said focus would al so be given to efforts to provide housing for the

betternment of the people and the quality of their life.

He hoped that national social policy could further strengthen the
people's unity.
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