06 JUL 2003
Schol ar s- Conf er ence
CONFERENCE TO SEEK FORMULA FOR REJUVENATI ON OF MUSLI MS' STRENGTH

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mjid

PUTRAJAYA, July 6 (Bernama) -- The World Conference of Islamc
Schol ars, which begins here on Thursday, will seek ways to rebuild the
strength of Muslins, whose honour has been challenged | ately.

The Prime Mnister's Religious Adviser, Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hamid O hman
sees the conference as the starting point for nmeasures to strengthen
Muslinms' faith and to inprove their capability to deal with the chall enges
of gl obalisati on.

"This (conference) is not an ordinary neeting on Islambut an event
which will discuss all issues related to Muslins and their future," he told
Bernama in an interview here recently.

Dr Abdul Hamid said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, in
his keynote address at the conference, was expected to delve into the
rebui l ding of a strong Islamc world, which had suffered hum liation when
Irag was i nvaded by foreign powers with the Mislimcountries incapabl e of
doi ng anyt hi ng.

"Muslinms should be in a position where they are safe fromthreats, be
it internal or external, including from (other) Mislinms who can weaken the
I slam ¢ comunity causing themto be controlled by others," he said.

The conference, fromJuly 10 to 12, will be attended by close to 700
peopl e, including 85 | eading Muslimscholars and intellectuals from
t hroughout the world. Egypt's Al -Azhar University Shei kh, Dr Mohammad
Sayyed Tantawi, will be anong the participants.

Apart fromthe ulama, |ocal participants will conprise intellectuals,
prof essi onal s, governnent officials and academ cs.

Dr Abdul Hamid said those invited to the conference were "agents of
change", capable of dissem nating Islam c thoughts for the people's
devel opnent .

The conference at Putrajaya Marriott Hotel will see the tabling of 25
wor ki ng papers on religion, politics, econony, devel opnment and soci al
i ssues.

Among t he wor ki ng papers expected to draw attention are those on
m sinterpretation of religion, growth of extrem st idelogies in the Muslim
society and the role of the opposition in a Miuslimnation

On the m sunderstandi ngs which had caused a split anong Muslinms, Dr
Abdul Hamid said this concern had been voiced many tinmes by Dr Mhathir.

Said Dr Abdul Hamid: "He (Dr Mahathir) has tal ked of the need for
Muslinms to return to the basic teachings of Islam-- the fundanentals. Dr
Mahat hir has described hinself as a fundanentalist, but fundanentalists are
not terrorists.”

"Hence all these m sconceptions should be corrected,” he said, adding
that unity was the key factor in determning the rise and fall of Mislins.

Dr Abdul Hamid said returning to the fundanmentals in |Islam enconpassed
the mastering of know edge and technol ogy and the ability to nanage human
and natural resources.

He said sone Muslins in Malaysia did not see the government's efforts
to enhance know edge and technol ogy devel opnent for the country's growth as
religi ous work.

Dr Abdul Hamid said there were people who uttered words like "I'm
already old, so | can no |onger support the government as | have to prepare
for the hereafter.”

"So it is as if the work we are doing in this country is not religious



wor k. This is anmong the misconceptions,” he said.

He said the conference would set up a pernanent secretariat to
facilitate the use of Muslimschol ars' thoughts as guidelines for the
Musl i m comuni ty.

The setting up of the secretariat had been agreed on in principle but
the matter would be fine-tuned at the conference, he said.
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