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CONFERENCE VI EW8 NEED TO BE STUDI ED FOR THE BENEFI T OF THE UVMVAH

PUTRAJAYA, July 12 (Bernama) -- The Wirld Conference of Islanmc
Schol ars ended here today with the hope that the views highlighted would be
studi ed thoroughly in drawing up an action plan for the benefit of the
unmah.

Chai rman of the Conference Main Conmittee Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hamd O hman
said the three-day gathering ainmed to build a "stream of Islamc know edge
that coul d pave the way for the advancenent of the Muslins.

"At the same tinme, it (the action plan) can renbve unnecessary
obstacl es and hi ndrances that can destroy (the Miuslins),"” he said when
closing the three-day conference which carried the thene “Islamln The Era
of G obalisation'.

Al most 900 participants, including 90 foreign scholars, attended the
conference which was opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

"The Conference is akin to honey that is being poured and gathered, and
it wll not stop here. Follow up action and detailed study will be carried
out," said Dr Abdul Ham d, who represented Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi .

More mi nor and maj or conferences or "multaga"” would be held, he said.

Explaining the term"mnmultaga”, he said it originally neant the
convergence of many small streams to becone a big river.

Sonme of the streans cane from nountains, flow ng past the jungles,
human settlenents or animal habitats, burial grounds or areas inhabited by
feroci ous ani mals and poi sonous creatures, said Dr Abdul Ham d, who is al so
Rel i gi ous Adviser to the Prine M nister

"The big river is made up of a conbination of small streanms with
different types of water that gives nmuch benefits to mankind and the
envi ronnent .

"When it is a small stream it is useless to boats and ships, it is
useless to swimers and al so to those who indulge in boat racing or
jet-skying," he said.

"Throughout the three-day neeting, we used the word "nultaga' in the
context of thoughts, understanding and beliefs which we feel will give a
wrong interpretation if they are left scattered,” he said.

In fact, it could cause minor problenms such as a conflict of ideas or
wor se probl ens when the believers becane obssessed and resorted to killing.
Dr Abdul Hamid said that when they were on their own, many woul d not
have the capacity to indudlge in soul-searching and thus becane fanatica
and easily rejected other views to the extent that they were prepared to

wage war.

He was convinced that the participants had the will to carry out
followup action to inplement the resol utions agreed upon

"This is because two major world events in New York and Baghdad have
given us a lesson that will not be forgotten. The |l esson | earnt should push
us ahead so that we w1 not be conplacent,” he said referring to the Sept
11, 2001 attacks in the United States (US) and the war on Irag by US-1ed
forces.
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