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Schol ars-Sri Lanka
CONFERENCE GOOD FORUM TO EXCHANGE VI EWS5, SAYS SRl LANKAN PARTI Cl PANT

By: Halit Morat

PUTRAJAYA, July 9 (Bernama) -- The W rld Conference of Islamc Schol ars
bei ng organi sed by the Ml aysi an governnent is tinely as the Islanmc world
is facing various challenges, said a Sri Lankan participant, Dr MA M
Shukri .

"It is a very good forumfor world Mislimscholars to get together and
exchange views and try to fornul ate sone sort of policies for the benefit
of Islam" he told Bernama at the venue conference at the Marriott Hotel,
here today.

The three-day conference, starting tonorrow, will see about 750 | ocal
and 90 foreign scholars taking part in discussions on current issues as
well as the future direction of the Mislimconmunity.

It will be opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

Dr Shukri, the director of a private Islamc university in Sri Lanka,
Jam a Nal eemi a |slam yya, praised the Ml aysi an government for always
taking the |l ead in chanpioning the cause of I|slam

Hosting the scholars conference is yet another effort by Malaysia in
organi sing a major event for the benefit of the unmmah, he said.

On the current situation faced by the Islamic world especially after
the invasion of Iraq by the United States and its allies, he said the
Islamic world is undoubtedly in a state of crisis.

"We are facing challenges fromvarious quarters, but it is not
somet hing new to Islamas throughout history, Islamhas faced chall enges at
all tines,"” he said.

However, Dr Shukri said Muslinms must not | ose hope but should | ook to
the future with confidence.

Towards this end, he said the scholars conference could help build up
confidence by deliberating on these issues and making efforts to overcone
t hem
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