02 JUL 2003
Chan- KLI A
KLI A DUTY- FREE QUTLETS CAN CONTI NUE FOR ANOTHER TWO YEARS- CKC

PUTRAJAYA, July 2 (Bernama) -- Duty free outlets at the KL
International Airport (KLIA) will be allowed to carry on for another two
years after the expiry of their current tender, Transport M nister Datuk
Chan Kong Choy sai d today.

He said it would not be necessary for themto submt fresh tenders to
Mal aysia Airports Hol dings Bhd (MAHB) at the end of their current tender

He said the two-year year automatic extension was being granted in view
of the hard tinmes faced by such outlets due to the sl owdown in business, no
thanks to the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrone (SARS) which led to a | ower
nunber of travellers.

Speaking to reporters at his mnistry here after attending his first
Cabi net nmeeting this nmorning, he said rental rates woul d al so remain the
sane.

"All these will be very hel pful for the duty free shop operators at
KLIA, " said Chan who was appoi nted the new Transport M nister by the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad on June 24. Chan succeeds Dat uk
Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik who has retired.

MAHB operates 38 airports in Ml aysia including KLIA

Chan said that the ruling only applied to the 76 duty-free outlets at
KLI'A and not outlets at other international airports in the country.

He al so said a study was being conducted to see how t he managenent of
duty free shops at the KLI A coul d be enhanced.

Towards this end a closer | ook would be made at duty free operations at
airports in London and Dubai .

He said this did not however nean that the duty free systempractised
at KLI A was not good.

"W are being open-minded. If their systemis better, then why not we
adopt it at our airport,” he said.

On his feelings about his first Cabinet neeting, Chan said it was a
good | earni ng experi ence.

He said it was different fromattending the State Executive Counci

meeting i n Pahang under former Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob.
"That only involved eight people and (Information Mnister) Tan Sri
Khalil is now ny cabinet coll eague,” he qui pped.

Chan had also shifted the position of the office table fromits
original position when Dr Ling was the Transport Mnister. There were al so
several flower bouquets in his office, apparently fromhis admrers.
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