23 CCT 2003
Mahat hi r - Deepaval i
CONTINUE TO VISIT OPEN HOUSE- PM I N H S LAST DEEPAVALI MESSAGE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 23 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister in his |ast
Deepaval i nessage before he steps down next Friday has appealed to the new
generation of Ml aysians to continue visiting each other's open house and
al ways renmain united.

The new generation of Ml aysians as inheritors of this country had an
important role to play -- continuing with the spirit of tolerance and unity
whi ch had | ong been practised by this nation, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d.

Dr Mahathir said it was his fervent hope that the present attitude and
spirit of unity would continue in this country as it would bring much
benefit to the people.

The strong bond of unity and understandi ng anong the vari ous
communities in Mal aysia had nmade it easy for the governent to focus on
nati onal devel opment and bring progress to the people, he said.

The spirit of tolerance anong the races in this country had won the
admration of other countries whose people too yearned for simlar peace
and tol erance, he said.

He urged Mal aysians to continue visiting the festive open house and use
the opportunity to strengthen friendly rel ati ons anong t hem

Dr Mahathir noted that the Mal aysian way of |ife was unique and the
open house concept was not found in other countries.

Even t hough Mal aysia was an Islamc state with the majority of the
peopl e being Muslins, other citizens were free to practise their respective
religions and this right was guaranteed in the Federal Constitution, the
Prinme Mnister said.

"This is the country we |love, the country which gives freedomto its
people to practise their religions, cultures and traditions w thout any
fear or threat."

This was the special thing about Ml aysians, no matter what cel ebration
it was or which race was cel ebrating, everyone would join in till the joy
spread to all, the Prine Mnister said.

This practice no doubt would bring them even cl oser, he added.

"Once nore ny wife and I wish all Ml aysians a very happy Deepavali,"
the Prime M nister said.
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