12 SEP 2003
Budget - Haj
COST OF PERFORM NG HAJ THROUGH MUASASAH DOMWN BY FI VE PER CENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 12 (Bernamm) -- The pilgrinmge to Mekah next year
wi || be cheaper followi ng the governnent's announcenent that the cost of
perform ng the Haj through nuasasah in 2004 will be reduced by five per
cent.

Tabl i ng the Budget 2004 in the Dewan Rakyat here today, Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said that to contain the increase in cost of
acconmodat i on, Tabung Haji woul d increase the construction and acqui sition
of acconmodation in Mekah and Madi nah.

"Syari kat Penerbangan Mal aysia Berhad (PMB) will acquire two aircraft
with the view to reducing the high | ease cost to Tabung Haji," he said.

The announcenent followed calls fromvarious parties to the governnent
to reduce the cost of performng the Haj to give opportunity to nore people
fromthe Iow income group to fulfil their religious obligation.

Prior to this, it was reported that the cost of the perform ng the
pilgrimge to Mekah this year is RWD, 445 per person from Peni nsul ar
Mal aysi a, RWMB, 530 from Sarawak and RMD, 575 from Sabah.

As an Islamc nation, Dr Mahathir said the government was concerned
with the rising costs of performng the Haj and as such it was conmtted to
ensure that the cost was contai ned.

"Qtherwi se, we are concerned that in the future, many Mal aysians in
rural and urban areas will be unable to performthe Haj," he said.

In addition, he said the governnent would continue to enphasi se
measures to instil the true teachings of Islamto ensure Mislins were
i mbued wi th nobl e val ues and not be m sgui ded by w ong teachings by those
who have worldly political interests.

Towards this end, he said RM28 million would be allocted for
programes, under the Mal aysian |Islanm c Devel opnment Departnent (JAKIM, to
enhance understandi ng and appreciation of the teachings of Islam

He said the governnent would al so provided RMLO5 million for the
construction of training conplexes, religious schools, nosques as well as
t he devel opnent of an Islamc informati on system

The Prime Mnister said the devel opnent achi eved by the country had | ed
to many | eaders and ul amas i ncl udi ng Shei kh Al -Azhar to openly procl ai nmed
Mal aysia as an Islamc country that should be emul ated by other Islamc
nations.

"The perception that Islam c nations nust be poor, backward, with a
government that is always asking for aid and weak, as in states governed by
those who are not competent in admnistration, indeed hunmiliates Islam" he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said if Muslins held on to the basic teachings of Islam as
in the Quran and hadith, and not influenced by certain ul amas, there was no
reason for the Islamc comunity to be weak, deneaned and oppressed by
ot hers.
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