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Mohanmed- El ecti on
BE ON STANDBY TO FACE GENERAL ELECTI ON, CALL TO BN PARTI ES

GEMAS, April 7 (Bernama) -- Barisan Nasional (BN) Secretary-General Tan
Sri Mohamed Rahmat today rem nded all BN party | eaders at all levels to be
on standby for the General Election which will be called at anytine
event hough it should be held only by 2005.

"For the BN I think we have no problemin facing the General Election
as we are already fully prepared...we have fine tuned our position at al
 evel s.”

"I amnot talking big...but it is inposible for the opposition to bring
down this governnment as people know the BN government is a responsible
one...they realise the benefits they have enjoyed so far due to their
support for the BN, " he told reporters here.

"We are confident that the people will continue to support the BN and
return the BN for another five years. Nevertheless | hope the BN | eaders at
all levels will not be conplacent and take the General Election lightly
even though we are confident of the people's support and of our own
strength. ™

"We nust work hard. Each of the conmponent parties nust work hard to
ensure victory for all BN candidates,” he said.

"I also hope there will be no disunity. For | know that during every
general election there will be a rush to becone candi dates...everyone wants
to be a candidate...there will be nmuch jostling and | obbying. .. nenoranduns
will be flying here and there,"” he said.

Tan Sri Mhamed discl osed that he had just received several nenoranduns
frompeople claimng that they were better qualified to be candi dates than
some others who were | abelled as wi cked and no | onger suitable.

On top of that existing elected representatives were being sl andered
t hrough these nenoranduns with a view to projecting their ownsel ves.

The BN Secretary-CGeneral al so hoped BN conmponent parties woul d not
apply pressure on the BN | eadership on the question of allocation of seats.
"There is no point also in |obbying through the press. | should have
nmore or you shoul d have | ess. W have been inplenenting a formula and this

had been accepted by all BN conmponent parties,” he said.

"Once a decision had been nmade by the | eadership on allocation of seats
all will have to accept the decision and work hard to ensure victory for
the BN candi dates," Tan Sri Mhaned sai d.

On the MCA, Tan Sri Mohanmed expressed the hope that the party woul d
qui ckly resolve its internal probel ns.

"The Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad had al ready put
forward his peace plan for the MCA and the Acting PM Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi had al so asked the factions to settle their problens.™

"The MCA has a big role in the General Election and so | hope there
will be give and take in the party, for if the issue is prolonged it wll
create problens,” he said.

As the second bi ggest conponent party in the BN after Umo, the role of
the MCA was vital in ensuring victory for the BN in the General Election
he said.

"The MCA nust solve its problens as quickly as possible so that it wll
not affect the BN s chances in the General Election,"” he said.

"I wish to remind the MCA | eadership that in the General Election of
1969 there was a power struggle within the MCA and this led to the party
| osi ng many seats," he said.



"This should serve as a lesson to them They should reunite and think
of the greater interest of the BN, the government and the country,” he
added.
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