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Senat e- Count er - producti ve

CUTTI NG OFF M LI TARY Al D TO MALAYSI A | S COUNTER- PRODUCTI VE, SAYS
ANALYST

By: Sal ny Hashim

WASHI NGTON, Nov 1 (Bernama) -- The United States Senate's proposal to
cut off all mlitary aid to Malaysia goes too far inits efforts to punish
Tun Dr Mahathir Mbhamad for his recent speech concerning the Jews, an Asian
anal yst said.

Dana Dillon, said here Friday that the proposal would condem the
Sout heast Asian nation, not Dr Mahathir, its forner prime mnister.

"The amendnment agai nst Malaysia will take effect after Dr Mahathir has
retired and left office ... Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrad)
Badawi will inherit a crisis on mlitary cooperation with the United States
that may consune his first few weeks in office and sour a new
U S. - Mal aysi an post-Mhathir relationship,” said Dillon, an analyst at the
Heritage Foundati on, a Washi ngton think tank.

"It is the prerogative of the U S. Congress to address international
injustice, but restricting mlitary assistance to Mal aysia based on the
raci st remarks of a retiring prime mnister is counter-productive and
counter-intuitive to U S . -Mlaysian relationship and the war on terrorism"”
he added.

"There are many adjectives to describe Mahathir's speech, including
di sgraceful. Neverthel ess, despite Mahathir's excesses, Ml aysia has been a
nodel friend to the U S. in Southeast Asia and the Congress nust bear in
mnd the future of U S -Malaysian relations,” said the anal yst.

Dr Mahathir's remark at the opening of the Organisation of the Islamc
Conference (O C) Summit in Putrajaya last nonth that "Jews rule this world
by proxy" had drawn strong criticisnms fromthe West including the U S and
Europe. He stepped down as Malaysia's fourth prime mnister Friday.

The McConnel | amendnent proposed to the 2004 Forei gn Operations
Appropriations bill cuts off military assistance for Ml aysia. But aid can
be made available if the Secretary of State determ nes and reports to
Congress that Ml aysia supports and pronotes religious freedons, including
tol erance for people of the Jew sh faith.

Noti ng that the amendnent was a curious requirenent for a country proud
of its diversity, Dillon said the Mal aysian constitution guaranteed freedom
of religion and Mal aysians of all faiths practised their religion al nost
Wi thout restriction.

According to the State Departnent's annual report on religious freedom
religious mnorities in Malaysia practise their religion freely.

In many ways Ml aysia, was a noderate, progressive and secular Miuslim
state, he added.

Dillon stressed that "this anendnment is al so counter-productive to the
war on terrorism WMl aysia has been a valiant and valuable ally in
Sout heast Asia."

"Mal aysia hosts 15-20 U. S. navy ship visits a year, permts nore than
a thousand U.S. mlitary over flights annually and, since 9-11, the
Mal aysi an police have arrested 70 nenbers of the Al Qaeda-linked Jemaah
| sl am yah terrorist group.

"Kual a Lunpur plays a key role in regional efforts to conbat terrorism
including joint operations with Thailand, the Philippines and Australi a.

"Ml aysia has strong | aw enforcenment and intelligence cooperation
against terrorists and is host to a regional counter-terrorismtraining
centre," he said.
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