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A C Name
O C S NAME NO LONGER SUI TABLE, SAYS SYED HAM D

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 18 (Bernanme) -- Malaysia will get the views of
menbers of the Organisation of the Islamc Conference (O C) on whether the
groupi ng' s nanme shoul d be changed i n keeping with current devel opnents.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today the nove was
appropriate to give substance to the 57-nenber organi sati on whi ch was set
up in 1969.

"Now it's called OC, the Organisation of the Islam c Conference...|
think it's no |l onger suitable,” he told reporters after opening the
"DeCenie Pizzeria", a pizza restaurant at Wsnma Belia, here.

"One approach is to get the views of the other nenbers on whether we
shoul d change our nane to take cogni zance of the current situation so as to
show that it is really an organi sation or network for cooperation and not
just for holding conferences," he said.

This change was in line with the agreement of the OC |eaders to
continue with the conprehensive study on the O C secretariat as contai ned
in the Putrajaya Declaration issued at the conclusion of the 10th A C
Sunmit in Putrajaya yesterday, he said.

Syed Hanmi d hoped that the current consultants appointed for the review
of the O C secretariat would be able to submt a report including
reconmendations to the O C foreign nministers neeting in |stanbul next year.

"W hope that these consultants, when they submit their report before
the O Cforeign nmnisters neeting, they will include all these
reconmendati ons and see their suitablity or otherw se, because any changes
will require the changing of the charter. W have to get consensus. It's
not easy to get the consensus of 57 countries,"” he said.

The review of the O C secretariat is one of 12 neasures in the action
plan to be taken by the O Cto strengthen its position to face the
chal l enges in the world.

Syed Hanid also criticised the statenent of Italian Foreign M nister
Franco Frattini who had described Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s remarks on the Jews at the opening of the summt as "gravely
of f ensi ve",

"He has made a basel ess remark on the prinme mnister's statement...has
he forgotten that his own prinme mnister (Silvio) Berlusconi had issued a
statenment that was a direct insult to the Muslins after the Sept 11 (terror
attacks on the United States)," he said.

Syed Hami d, however, expressed his appreciation to French President
Jacques Chirac and Greek Prinme Mnister Costas Simtis for blocking the
Eur opean Uni on, which ended its sunmt yesterday, fromissuing a
strongl y-worded statenent condeming Dr Mahathir for his statenent.

"They are nore mature and responsible," he said.

Syed Hanmid also criticised those western | eaders who did not speak out
agai nst the actions of the Tel Aviv reginme on the Pal estinians.

"Don't try to |l ook away...why was no action taken against Israel in
view that Prinme Mnister Ariel Sharon had just issued a statenent that he
m ght attack Syria again," he said,

On Singapore's proposal that the dispute over the KTM | and i n Tanj ung
Pagar be referred to the International Court of Justice for arbitration,
Syed Hami d said Mal aysia had received a |letter on the matter fromthe
republic but had yet to deci de.

"W will look into it before nmaking a response," he said.
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