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Koh- For mul a
M SI ANS NEED NEW | DEAS, SAYS DR KOH

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 14 (Bernama) -- Ml aysians should learn to | ook at
things froma new angle and freshness as this can be a winning forrmula for
themto survive in the political world and even in the business
environnent, Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said today.

Mal aysi ans, he said, should feel inspired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad's capability and willingness to renew and to have fresh
i deas, to look things at new angles, which was indeed a strength of the
Mal aysi an political system besides the ability to reach consensus.

"Thi s has encouraged Ml aysians, politicians and businessnen alike, to
|l ook at things fromdifferent directions and in a new way," he said at the
Mal aysi a Strategi c Qutl ook 2003 Conference here.

Despite some uncertainties, Mlaysia had actually enjoyed stability
since independence, when very few countries could have fully elected prine
m ni sters, he said.

"This attributes to Barisan Nasional (BN where politics of
consol i dation, cooperation and consensus has been a very inportant w nning
formula, which not only ensures winning at elections but also wnning for
t he peopl e.

"It is a systemwhere there are checks and bal ances, where we take
account of the interest of different communities," he said.

He said the fact that sonetines the communities raised the subject of
"unhappi ness" anobng thensel ves indeed proved that the governnent was not
bi ased or prejudi ced when nmaki ng deci si ons.

He said Gerakan was | ooking at nore Mal aysian angl es when dealing with
party issues and hoped that this would trigger simlar thinking in other
conponent parti es.

"W are not going to say that we hope to play a dom nant role, but our
approach towards political issues would be an approach that can inspire and
notivate the younger Malaysians to think in a different way."

He said there were lots of changes taking in place in Ml aysian
politics.

"There are shifts of convergence with non-conmunal and non-racia
approach in politics, and that would be the order of the day. The focus
woul d be nore on issues of principle rather than solely on ethnics."

He said Umo had al so beconme nmultiracial in a way, with its non- Ml ay
bum putera and non- Muslim bumi puteras in Sabah, while the MCA had announced
that it would accept nenbers of Chinese parentage.

Touching on the rivalry between Gerakan and MCA which dates back to the
1970s, Dr Koh said that it should be seen as a rivalry between siblings

"There are tinmes when el bow space is too congested and they begin to
ki ck each other, where sonme becone overzeal ous and intense but nonethel ess,
at the end of the day, rationality and reason always prevail."

Most inportantly, he said, none of them forgot the reponsibility not
only to Barisan Nasional but also to the Ml aysi an people.
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