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DAP NOW PREDI CTS GENERAL ELECTION I N FI RST QUARTER OF 2004

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 17 (Bernama) -- The DAP expects the ruling Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) governnent to call for the general election in the first
quarter of 2004, DAP secretary-general Kerk KimHock said today.

He said the election was expected to be held "either in March or Apri
next year".

"This is to ensure that they (BN) can seize the opportunity to cone out
with a new 'Image Card' ," he said when opening the DAP Kual a Lunpur Federal
Territory annual convention here.

He reasoned that when Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad took office in
1981 as the nation's fourth Prine Mnister, the BN cane up with the sl ogan
"Clean, Efficient and Trustworthy' to garner the people's support. "It had
successfully rai sed hopes and expectation anong the people and hel ped BN to
score its big victory in the 1982 general election,” he said.

Li kewi se, Kerk said, when Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi takes over as the nation's fifth Prinme Mnister when Dr
Mahat hir retires in Cctober, he believed the BN would also do a simlar
"I'mage Card' building, to gain support.

He said the BN would exploit the hope of the prom se of a new
| eadership for an efficient and trustworthy government by using some new
sl ogans and concepts.

"This therefore nmeans that in all probability, the next genera
election will be held in March next year as Datuk Seri Abdullah will
definitely need at least three nmonths to build up his new i nage and bring
about new hopes of his new prem ership before he goes to the polls to seek
t he people's mandate,” he said.

Speaking to reporters later, Kerk said that DAP was prepared to resune
negoti ations on the allocation of seats with the pro tem Parti Keadil an
Rakyat (PKR) if two concerns expressed by DAP to PKR president Datin Seri
Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Ismail were addressed.

He said the two concerns were "the persistent |eaking out of
negoti ati on details, and negative public coments by PKR | eaders" agai nst
t he DAP

- - BERNAMA

AT AZZ RM



	DAP NOW PREDICTS GENERAL ELECTION IN FIRST QUARTER OF 2004 (Bernama 17/08/2003)

