21 JAN 2003
Court - Rahim
DAP WANTS TO CALL DR MAHATHI R AND ANVAR AS W TNESSES IN LIBEL SU T

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 21 (Bernama) -- The DAP is expected to call Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mas
wi tnesses at the hearing of a libel suit brought against the party by
former Melaka chief mnister Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Tanby Chi k.

Kar pal Singh, counsel for the DAP, told the Hi gh Court here today that
t he subpoena on Dr Mahathir had been issued but had yet to be served.

However, Anwar had been subpoenaed and was present in court today
escorted by policemnen.

(Anwar is serving 15 years' jail for corrupt practice and sodony).

Justice Datuk Janes Foong fixed tonorrow to hear the case after
all owi ng an application by Karpal Singh who wanted to start the hearing
tonorrow because settle several prelimnary issues had to be determ ned.

Foong ordered Anwar to be taken back to prison because the court did
not know when he would be required to testify and there was no hol di ng room
in the court in Wsnma Denmark to keep wi tnesses from prison

He said the court would contact the prison authorities and give it one
day's notice to bring Anwar to court when needed.

He then proceeded to hear the prelimnary issues in chanbers.

Abdul Rahimis suing the DAP and its chairman, LimKit Siang, and
advi sor, DAP Dr Chen Man Hin, in connection with the publication and
di stribution of a book and posters which which he clainmed to be |ibell ous.

He cl ained that the book and posters were published in connection wth
a canpai gn whi ch the defendants started in md-1998 and that the words
publ i shed were fal se, malicious and had no basis.

Limwas the party's secretary-general at that tinme and Dr Chen, its
chai r man

Abdul Rahimclained that the |ibellous words were concocted to grab
public attention and all egations on his sexual relations with an underage
girl were false because he had never been charged with the offence.

He said that the words had affected his good name and politica
reputation and put himin scandal, odium and contenpt.

He i s seeking general, aggravated and exenpl ary damages, interest and
other reliefs deened fit by the court.
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