16 FEB 2003

DATE FOR GENERAL ASSEMBLY W LL BE DECI DED AFTER MEETI NGS OF BRANCHES
AND DI VI SI ONS

KEPALA BATAS, Feb 16 (Bernama) -- The date of the Umo general assenbly
wi |l be decided after the branches and divisions have had their respective
nmeetings, said Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob today.

He said the matter could be included in the agenda for the Umo Suprene
Counci | (M) neeting.

It could al so discuss a suggestion to hold the general assenbly in
Cct ober instead of June, he told reporters after opening sinultaneously
nmeeti ngs of Umo branches in Kepal a Batas D vision here.

Khalil, who was representing Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi, who is al so Kepal a Batas divisional head at the function, was
asked to comment the suggestion fromseveral quarters for the genera
assenbly be held in Cctober as the last inportant event for Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad before he stepped down.

Khalil also said Umo should act fast in fornulating strategies for the
next general election to ensure solid support to the party in particular
and the Barisan Nasional (BN) in general, such as on the issue of the
Sekol ah Agama Rakyat (SAR) and the use of English to teach Sci ence and
Mat hemati cs.

"We don't want PAS to exploit these issues to weaken Umo," he said.
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