07 OCT 2003

DECI SION ON CHI N PENG | S FI NAL, SAYS ABDULLAH

KEPALA BATAS, Cct 7 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said today the decision not to allow forner Conmuni st
Party of Malaya (CPM secretary-general Chin Peng to return to Malaysia is
final.

"I have nmade the decision and it is final," he told reporters when
asked to comment on DAP chairman LimKit Siang's calls for Chin Peng's
return.

Li m had appeal ed to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to allow the forner
CPM | eader, who is living in exile in Thailand, to return to Ml aysia
before the prinme mnister retires on Cct 31.

"I have no nore (to say as) |'ve already nade ny statenent.

"I don't want to get into a debate (on the matter),"” Abdullah, who is
al so MP for Kepala Batas, told reporters after visiting several flood
evacuation centres in the constituency.

The request for Chin Peng's return has been met with protests from
several quarters, especially ex-servicenen and famlies of those killed or
mai med by comruni st terrrorists during the Mal ayan Energency from 1948 to
1960.
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