11 JAN 2003
Mahat hi r - MCA
DECI SI ON ON LI NG S PCsSI TI ON AT APPROPRI ATE TI ME

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 11 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d he has not decided yet whether to accept or reject Datuk Seri
Dr Ling Liong Sik's resignation as Transport Mnister.

"I will make the decision when it suits ny time and the governnent's
i nterest because | have to think very carefully when replacing a mnister
in a very inmportant position," he told reporters after nmeeting a group of
84 scouts fromthe United Kingdomat the Prime Mnister's Departnent here
t oday.

Dr Mahathir was asked when he woul d decide on Dr Ling's position in the
Cabinet following Dr Ling's undated resignation letter, which was subm tted
to himon Aug 15 | ast year.

Asked if he had received any nane fromthe MCA as repl acenent for Dr
Ling, Dr Mahathir said he had not.

On his neeting with British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw yesterday, he
sai d Mal aysi a expressed its unhappi ness over the travel warnings issued by
the British government on the region.

He said they should be nore specific when issuing such travel warnings.

On Iraq, Dr Mahathir said he hoped sone "miracle" would happen to avert
war in lraq.

The Prime Mnister nmet the scouts for about an hour.

The scouts, aged between 14 and 17, are the first group anong 800
scouts fromthe United Kingdomto visit Ml aysia after attending the 20th
Worl d Scouts Janmboree in Thailand at the end of |ast year.

Al so present at the nmeeting were Malaysia's Chief Scout Tan Sri Dr
Sul ai man Daud and Chi ef Conm ssioner of Scouts Datuk Ham di n Abdul | ah.

Al so present were British H gh Comm ssioner to Ml aysia Bruce O eghorn
and Swedi sh Charge d' affaires Johan Borgstam

The scouts also attended a fam |y adoption programe involving 100
famlies in Perak, Negeri Senbilan, Selangor, Ml aka, Pahang and the
Federal Territory.

Their visit ends tonorrow.
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