26 FEB 2003
NAM Renar ks
DELEGATES FULL OF PRAI SE FOR MALAYSI A' S HOSTI NG OF NAM

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 26 (Bernama) -- Delegates to the 13th Non-Aligned
Moverrent (NAM) Summit have heaped prai se on Malaysia for its success in
hosting the event and vowed to support the novenent and inprove its
activities.

Leaders speaki ng on behalf of the four groups in NAM-- Africa, Asia,
Europe, and Latin Anmerica and the Caribbean -- all congratul ated the
government under the | eadership of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad and its people for a job well done.

In his concluding remarks on behalf of the African group |ast night,
Nam bi an President Dr Samuel Nujoma said the outcome of the business forum
woul d contribute to a better and deeper understandi ng of opportunities,
such as cooperation anong the nenber countries.

He said the KL Declaration touched on nost of the key issues of
interest to NAM and the chal | enges faced.

"We have reaffirmed the need to strengthen our South-South cooperation
and NAM needs to coordinate its position in the entire international arena,
especially in the area of trade and negotiations," he said.

Menber countries also reaffirmed the need to pronote constructive
di al ogues and facilitate the inplenmentation of the declaration so as to
bring about greater understanding and better cooperation between countries
of the North and South, he said.

Dr Nujoma said the African group hoped that NAM woul d continue to play
a constructive role in assisting the African Union in the latter's effort
to resolve conflicts in the continent.

"W woul d also call on NAMto inplenent its devel opnent progranmmes for
Africa through NEPAD, " he said. NEPAD stands for New Partnership for
Africa, a progranme for devel opnent and eradi cati ng poverty.

He said Africa would remain commtted to the founding principles of NAM
and support the chairmanship of NAM

Kuwait's first Deputy Prime M nister Shei k Sabah Al - Ahmad Al - Jaber
Al - Sabah, speaking on behal f of Asia, said although the sunmt was
organised in a very short period, it had borne fruitful results.

"The expertise of the del egates and their visions have enabl ed the
declaration to be conpleted on tine," he said.

Al -Jaber said the vision of NAMwould be realised if each nmenber
country sincerely abided by the decisions taken

"We woul d support all efforts of the current chairman Ml aysia to
i npl enment all decisions achieved at this summt,"” he said.

Al -Jaber said Kuwait was grateful for all the support rendered by Dr
Mahat hir when his country was facing a critical situation sone years back.
He said Dr Mahathir's stance (on Kuwait's crisis) had strengthened

international law and that the flag of the United Nations was respected.

The UN voice was al so respected by the Kuwaiti governnent and its
peopl e, Al -Jaber said, adding that they would also extend their gratitude
to NAM for translating its principles by comng out with a resolution to
t hei r advant age.

Cyprus' Permanent Representative to the UN, Sotos Zackheos, said the
summt had given a new inpact to the process of the revitalisation of NAM
to make it nore effective in pronoting international peace and security as
wel |l as neeting the challenges of its nmenbers for sustainable devel opment.

Zackheos, speaking on behal f of the European group, said the sunmt



underlined the inportance of the multilateral process for solving
i nternational issues.

"The message comi ng out of Kuala Lunpur is a strong endorsenent for the
search of peaceful solutions. Wat is needed nowis the political will and
determ nation of the nmenbers to further consolidate their collective
efforts, and also to translate theminto concrete actions,"” he said.

GQuyana's Foreign M nister Sanmuel Hi nds, on behalf of Latin America and
t he Cari bbean, said the debate throughout the two-day | eaders' neeting had
generated plenty of ideas and proposals in the international arena.

"The success of the deliberations is in no small way attributed to
skil ful |eadership of Dr Mahathir, and we | ook forward to Mal aysia's
gui dance, " he said.

H nds sai d del egates had enj oyed observing the many col ours of Mal aysia
t hrough the cultural performance put up for them

"The colours are not only synbolic of Malaysia's nmulti-racial
popul ation but also the rich diversity of our own novenent and the harnony
that can be achi eved through fusion,” he said.

H nds al so congratul ated Cuba for being chosen as the next chairman of
NAM and said the nmenbers would give it their full support as well.
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