20 JUN 2003
Umo ( Round- up)
DELEGATES WANT EVEN STRONGER STRUGGLE FOR UMNO TO REMAI N RELEVANT

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernamm) -- Delegates to the 54th Umo Cenera
Assenbly here today tal ked about strengthening Umo's struggle to ensure
the party would remain rel evant as the protector of the Ml ays.

They al so expressed confidence in the | eadership of Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Haji Ahnmad Badawi, who takes over from Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in
Cctober as the country's prime mnister and party president.

Conti nui ng his debate on the presidential address on the second day of
t he annual gathering, Johor Umo Chief Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman called for
a serious effort to attract the young and the well-to-do to join the party
to sustain the party's struggle for the Ml ays.

Abdul Ghani, who is also Johor Menteri Besar, said these groups should
be approached and invited to work together with Umo in pursuing the
party's struggle.

Umo, he said, was now faced with having a generation of young and
wel | -to-do Mal ays who did not uphold the struggle for the betternment of
their race

VWil e expressing his full support to Abdullah, he said a | andslide
victory for Umo and the Barisan Nasional (BN) in the next general election
woul d provide a strong mandate to the new | eader shi p.

Federal Territory Umo Chi ef Datuk Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor neanwhil e
expressed confidence in Abdullah's | eadership in steering the country
towar ds greater devel oprent.

Pahang Umo Chi ef Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob, who is al so Pahang Menteri
Besar, said the country had recorded many achi evenents under the | eadership
of Dr Mahathir over the past 22 years.

He too had no reservations about Abdullah's ability to | ead the
country.

Perak Umo Chief Datuk Seri Mhd Tajol Rosli Ghazali, who is al so Perak
Menteri Besar, expressed his full support to Abdullah as Dr Mahathir's
successor.

A representative of the Umo C ubs overseas, Jumyati Ismail, the | ast
speaker to debate the presidential address, said the increase in the nunber
of Umo clubs to 44 in six countries showed that Umo was gai ning
accept ance anong young Mal aysi ans within and outside the country.

Jum yati said Umo club nenbers would remain |oyal to Umo and woul d
give their full support to Abdull ah's | eadershi p.

Prior to adjournment of the neeting yesterday, eight state del egates
conpri sing Umo chiefs and deputy chiefs al so touched on the sanme subjects.
Today's sitting al so focussed on the country's econom ¢ devel opnent
wi th various suggestions fromthe del egates while debating the notion on

econony.

A Kel ant an del egat e Dat uk Awang Adek Hussin suggested the setting up of
a special institution to attract Islamc investors in a big way in line
with efforts to turn Malaysia into a well known Islamc financial centre in
the worl d.

An Umo Yout h del egate Zanbery Abdul Kader neanwhil e proposed the
setting up of an educational institute on alternative econony, managed by
those with a master's degree in econony, to formul ate the best economc
formula for a given situation in global and national investmnent.

He al so suggested that greater attention be given to enhance the
participation of the Malays in small and nedi umindustries (SMs).



A Kedah del egate, Dr Ku Abdul Rahman Ku Ismail said a new strategy was
needed to create a community of self-reliant Bum puteras while al so
ensuring that the Malays would not |ag behind in the informtion and
conmuni cati on technol ogy (1CT).

Perlis del egate Sabri Ahmad neanwhile noted the success of the
governnment's efforts to eradicate rural poverty.

He said that in 1970, the poverty rate was 69 per cent conpared to 12
per cent at present as a result of Umo's struggle.

Ten del egat es nanaged to speak on the notion of econony before today's
nmeeti ng was adj our ned.
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