29 MAY 2003
S' wak- Gawai
DEPUTY KI NG TO ATTEND NATI ONAL GAWAI DAYAK ' OPEN HOUSE'

SIBU, May 29 (Bernama) -- The Tinbal an Yang Di - Pertuan Agong, Sultan
M zan Zainal Abidin is scheduled to attend this year's national Gawai Dayak
' open house' on June 14 here.

M nister in charge of the celebration, Datuk Seri Dr Janmes Jemut Masing
told reporters today that the very colourful event would be held from 8pm
to m dnight at the town square.

He said that Sarawak Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Abang Sal ahuddi n Abang
Barieng, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, Chief M nister Tan
Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud, Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir
Shei kh Fadzil, State Cabinet nenbers and dignitaries including foreign
di pl omats woul d be present at the cel ebration.

Dr Masing said that sonme 100, 000 people were expected at the function
where food and drinks would be served through the courtesy of the Ml aysain
Hot el s Associ ati on, Sarawak Chapter.

He said that the event, the third to be held, would be very unique.

"Selected cultural activities and itens of the three maj or Dayak
communities nanely the Iban, Bidayuh and Orang Uu will be denonstrated
live to the public at their respective mniature | onghouses built at the
peri phery of the town square.™

He said that the celebration, to unite all Ml aysians as well as to get
them to understand each other's ethnic cultures better, would be televised
live through RTM from 9pm

Meanwhi |l e, State Tourism M nister Datuk Seri Abang Johari Tun Openg,
who was present at the nedia conference, said that some 150 journalists,
travel witers and television crew fromall over the world would be
covering the event.

He said that besides a fireworks display, there would be performances
by popul ar artistes and cultural performance by the Dayak Cul tural
Foundati on and the Sarawak Cultural Village troupes.
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