15 NOv 2003
Chong- LDP
DESPERADCES TRYI NG TO DESTROY ME POLI TI CALLY, SAYS CHONG

KOTA KI NABALU, Nov 15 (Bernanm) -- Liberal Denocratic Party (LDP)
presi dent Datuk Chong Kah Kiat today clained that there is a group of
desperadoes from outsi de "who have sworn to destroy himpolitically and
harm as well as weaken the party and its | eadership”.

He said that part of the group's canpaign involved the distribution of
poi son-pen letters and the community was fully aware of who were behind
such dirty canpaign

"Al though we detest these leaflets, | urge LDP nmenbers to ignore them
and remain calm Do not be easily provoked because | expect nore of the
same com ng our way fromthe group as the general el ection approaches.

"Since a police report has been | odged, let the authorities get to the
bottomof it. If we retaliate, we will also be stooping low like them The
LDP never indulges in such base activities," he said in his keynote address
at the party's 14th congress, here, which was opened Chief M nister Datuk
Seri Musa Anman.

Chong said the LDP was the first local party that had joined hands with
Umo to formthe Barisan Nasional (BN) in the state and had faced many
chal | enges.

"We are proud of our united struggle. During the past 14 years we have
become well|l seasoned and matured. We should never | ose our maturity and
m sbehave.

"We should always refrain fromactivities that could tarnish the i mage
of the | eadership of a fell ow Barisan Nasional conponent for such
di sgraceful deeds woul d boonerang and harm our own reputation and
credibility,” he said.

He said that unity within the BN shoul d al ways renai ned the party's
priority and one of its core objectives.

"The LDP is known to be a |l owkey party in the state. However, it does
not mean that we are a weak state BN conponent that could be easily cowed
and over power ed.

"The LDP has withstood all sorts of pressures fromcertain quarters but
it has always prevailed, and it will prevail in the future,” he added

On the com ng election, Chong said that the BN nmust win big and deliver
all the seats as a gift to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw
and Musa and as a tribute to fornmer prime mnister Tun Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad
for his services to Sabah and the nation
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