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Syed Hani d- Tal ks
KL, PRETORI A CONCUR ON NEED FOR DEVELOPI NG NATI ONS TO BE UNI TED

PUTRAJAYA, Sept 2 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia and South Africa today
expressed their shared belief that the only way devel opi ng nati ons can be
counted on the international stage is for themto forge closer cooperation
anong t hensel ves.

This is especially true with regard to matters pertaining to trade and
gl obal i sati on wher eby devel opi ng countri es nmust ensure that any deci sions
by the Wrld Trade Organisation (WO should not put themat a
di sadvant age.

This was anong the issues discussed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and visiting South African President Thabo Moeki at the
Prime Mnister's Departnent here.

"Both sides agreed that cooperation between countries of the South nust
bring result on the question of deternmining the new trading system" he
told reporters after the talks.

At the end of the bilateral discussions, Kuala Lunpur and Pretoria
reaffirmed their |ong-standing good relations by inking an agreenent that
woul d pave the way towards closer linkages in the fields of econony,
sci ence and technol ogy and cul ture.

Syed Hanid said the two sides discussed the possibility of cooperating
in the area of satellite comunication

He said South Africa was al so keen to see nore investnents by Ml aysi an
firnms in that country. Malaysia is currently the third |largest investor in
South Africa

"They seemto be satisfied with our investnments now and we, on our
part, are satisfied with their policies,"” Syed Ham d sai d.

He said Pretoria also acknow edged that it had | earned a | ot from
Mal aysi a about econom ¢ matters and nmeasures needed to restructure a
society, especially in ternms of providing nmore econonic opportunities to
the South African peopl e.

"Hence they see us as a nodel for devel opnment and political stability,"
he sai d.

South Africa al so thanked Mal aysia for providing training to its people
in the tel ecommuni cati ons and petrol eumindustries, he said.

Syed Hami d said both countries also concurred on the need for frequent
flights between themand tasked their respective transport mnisters to
| ook into this.

"We have requested South Africa to establish air service to Ml aysi a.
Mal aysia Airlines and South African Airways coul d consider a code-sharing
arrangenent," he said.

Mal aysia Airlines currently flies to South Africa but no airline from
that country flies here.

Syed Hanmi d said Kual a Lunpur and Pretoria would al so consi der
exchangi ng expertise on counter-terrorism

Moeki's three-day visit to Mal aysia ends tonorrow.
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