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MAHATHI R- DI ALOGUE
MAHATHI R, CHI SSANO CHOSEN TO BE SPOKESMEN OF DEVELOPI NG NATI ONS

By M khail Raj Abdullah

EZUWN (Swaziland), Aug 17 (Bernana) - In what is a seen as a
reaffirmation of his international statesmanship, Ml aysian Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, along with African Union Chairman President
Joachi m Chi ssano of Mzanbi que have been chosen to be the voice of
devel opi ng countries to speak on global issues at international fora by
sout hern African heads of governnment.

Dr Mahathir's immediate task would be to present the views and
i nterests of developing countries to the Wrld Trade O ganisation (WO
headquarters in Geneva ahead of the ministerial meeting in Cancun, Mexico,
which starts on Sept 10.

The idea is for the voice of developing nations to be heard as a
groupi ng and not i gnored.

King Mswati 111 of Swaziland, who hosted the d obal 2003 Smart
Partnership International D alogue which ended here Saturday, said in his
concluding remarks to eight other heads of governnments that Dr Mbhathir
woul d chanpion the interests of developing countries against noves by
devel oped countries to marginalise their (devel oping countries) trading
i nterests.

Anot her key devel oprent during the three-day dial ogue was the
conferment of Fellow Enmeritus of the Commonwealth Partnership for
Technol ogy Devel oprent (CPTM) on Dr Mahathir, a nove wel coned by African
| eaders,who regard him as the prine nover behind the smart partnership
di al ogue and whose val uable contribution would still be sought after he
st epped down as prine nminister.

The | eaders also decided that Zanbia would tentatively host the next
smart partnership dial ogue.

Besides Dr Mahathir, who is also Chairnman of the Non-Aligned Myvenent
(NAM), the heads of governnent who attended the dial ogue were from
Bot swana, Mozanbi que, South Africa, Nam bia, Uganda, Swaziland and
Zi mbabwe.

Commenting on his being chosen as the voice of developing countries, Dr
mahat hir said he would put forward the Ezulwini Statenent on a Just Regine
in dobal Trade Through Smart Partnership Dial ogue because the actions of
"outside countries" were inpacting on the devel opnent and progress of
devel opi ng countri es.

"W are to give our views as a group,"” he told Ml aysian journalists at
a press conference here after the end of the dial ogue.

The | eaders here unaninpbusly agreed that it was necessary for the smart
partnership menbers to voice their views on the WIQ, in particular on the
possi bl e outcome of the forthcomng 5th ministerial WIO neeting in Cancun.

"Alone, these countries cannot nmanage it (to put forth their views) as
many of them depend on international agencies such as the Wrld Bank and
International Mnetary Fund as well as the United States' market for their
products such as textiles. As such, they find it difficult to confront the
devel oped countries individually," said Dr Mahathir who later left for
Damascus in Syria |ate Saturday night.

An inportant issue to be brought before the WIO by the devel opi ng
countries is for developed countries to open their own markets fully to
goods and services from devel oping countries if the latter are expected to
participate in trade |iberalisation.

The Ezulwi ni statenent also said export subsidies and donestic support



to farners, conbined with tariff peaks and escal ation, have had a negative
i mpact not only on poverty alleviation but also on the devel opnent and
i ndustrialisation of devel opi ng countri es.

The leaders also said that "no country may devise and apply
protectionist and discrimnatory non-tariff barriers and that trade should
be conpl etely disassociated from non-trade i ssues such as denobcracy, human
rights, |abour practices and natural environnent as there were other fora
for such issues.

At the same tinme, they said that Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
should not be applied equally between countries of different stages of
devel opnent while social (health) factors should be given full
consideration in the application of the |IPR

Al so, the "Devel opnent Round" of the WO should in fact be concerned
wi th devel opment and that trade conditionalities should actually pronote
and not detract from devel opnent.

"There nust be progress on Special and Differential Treatnent," the
| eaders said.

They also fully endorsed their views that negotiations in the WO
shoul d be denocratic and that decisions by a privileged few should be
regarded as non-binding on the rest.

"New i ssues shoud not be brought up until satisfactory conclusions are
reached on the present agenda," they stressed.

The | eaders also said they believed in the role of the WIO in bringing
about fair and rul e-based trade, but the decisions by the trade body should
reflect denocratically the views of the "have-nots as nmuch as the haves."

"We insist on fairness and justice in world trade for everyone," they
said in theie statement. - BERNAVA
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