04 FEB 2003
Put r aj aya- devel opnent
DEVELOPMENT OF PUTRAJAYA GO NG AS SCHEDULED, SAYS AZ| ZAN

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 4 (Bernama) -- The governnment departnents and ministries
woul d have all nmoved to Putrajaya by early 2005 at the |atest, said
Putraj aya Corporation President Tan Sri Azizan Zai nul Abidin today.

"The devel opnent of Putrajaya is going snmoothly and so far, works to
build the government offices in Precinct 1 are al nost conpleted,” he said
at the second anniversary of the Putrajaya Federal Territory Day and the
openi ng of the Putrajaya Botanical Garden here.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his wife, Datuk Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali were al so present.

Azi zan said that of the five parcels in Precint 1, four parcels had
been devel oped and occupied while works to build the offices for another 10
mnistries in Precinct 2-4 are in the advance stage.

"Under this project, works for the Finance Mnistry have been conpl eted
and occupi ed while works on the remaining nine will be conpleted in the
m ddl e of next year at the latest,"” he said.

Azi zan said the current popul ati on of 35,000 peopl e was expected to
i ncrease further over time as Putrajaya Hol dings Sdn Bhd and its partners
conpl eted their housing projects and handed over the units to the
government or sold themto the public.

Besi des governnent office buildings and residential units, other
projects given attention |ast year, included the Convention Centre in
Precinct 5, utility tunnel in Precinct 2-4, nonorail tunnel and works to
conpl ete the Putrajaya Lake.

"Several public facilities projects have al so been conpl eted, including
two nore primary and secondary schools, one in Precinct 9 and another in
Preci nct 16 which were opened early this year," he said.

Azi zan said Putrajaya was being devel oped into a garden city, where 37
per cent of its area was allocated for parks and | akes.

The bot ani cal garden whi ch was decl ared open by Dr Mahathir today is
t he biggest in Ml aysia, he said.

He said the views fromseveral |ocations in the botanical garden
situated next to Putrajaya Lake and Wetl ands, are anong the best in
Put r aj aya.

The bot ani cal garden has three conmponents, that is flowers conponent,
ornanental plants conponent and preservation and research conmponent.

"Steps have been taken to set up an arbitoriumas a heritage for the
future generation," he said.
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