01 OCT 2003
Par| i anent - Conmpt i on
DEWAN RAKYAT ADJOQURNS FOR 15 M NUTES DUE TO COWOTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 1 (Bernama) -- The Dewan Rakyat sitting today had to
be adjourned for 15 mnutes from12. 15pmfol |l owi ng a commoti on over the
i ssue of prayers.

It started when Deputy Information M nister Datuk Zai nuddi n Maidin, who
was w ndi ng up the Budget 2004 debate for the Information Mnistry, refused
to make way for several nenbers of the opposition who wanted clarification
over the issue of “gada' or replacing mssed prayers.

The situation was aggravated when nost of the opposition nenbers,
mai nly from PAS, were not happy with Zainuddin's statenent that there were
certain groups who had tainted the country's inmage by highlighting Islamin
a stiff and ol d-fashi oned nanner.

Several PAS nenbers who felt that Zainuddin's allegation was directed
at them imrediately stood up to seek pernmission to interject and refused
to sit despite being asked to do so by Speaker, Tun Dr Mhaned Zahir
I smail .

As a result, Mhanmed Zahir had to adjourn the sitting for 15 mnutes to
cool down the atnosphere in the house.

The house resuned sitting at 12. 30pm wi th Zai nuddi n bei ng asked to
continue his w nding up.

However, five minutes later, Datuk Dr Hassan Mohd Ali (PAS-Parit
Buntar) interjected to ask Zainuddin to withdraw the words "“jurmud' (stiff)
and “kolot' (ol d-fashioned) which he had uttered earlier.

Zai nuddi n defended his statenment, saying that he was not directing it
at anyone specifically.

Mahfuz Omar (PAS-Pokok Sena) then stood up and sought the Speaker's
assistance in making a decision as it involved the decorum of the house.

After being asked by Mhanmed Zahir, the deputy mnister then agreed to
wi t hdraw t he of fendi ng statenents.

Foll owi ng the tabling of the 2004 Budget on Sept 12 by Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, which |asted three hours from4pm the
opposition had turned it into an issue saying that there was no provision
for a break for the “asar' prayers.
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