10 APR 2003
Par | i ament - Adj our ned
DEWAN RAKYAT ADJOURNS SI NE DI E AFTER 20- DAY SI TTI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, April 10 (Bernama) -- The Dewan Rakyat adjourned sine die
today after sitting for 20 days since March 10.

During the first meeting of the fifth session of the 10th Parli anment,
t he Dewan Rakyat, anobng ot hers, passed two notions on the review of
el ectoral boundaries and creation of new parliamentary and state seats for
all states, except Sarawak, which were tabled sinultaneously.

The notions, passed by block voting, saw 144 MPs voting in favour of
the notions which propose to create 25 parlianentary and 63 state seats.

More than hal f of the 41 opposition nenbers staged a wal k-out before
voting began in protest against the notions, alleging that the government
tabled themin haste.

On March 24, the Dewan Rakyat approved a notion condeming the
unilateral mlitary action on Iraq led by the US and its allies tabled by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

The 193-seat Dewan Rakyat, which allocated one day to debate the
noti on, approved it by adopting seven resol utions.

Mal aysi a, anmong ot hers, strongly condemed the nmilitary action on Iraq
and called for the March 20 invasion to be stopped i medi ately.

The MPs, including opposition nenbers, at their neeting on March 11
unani nously condemed whatever formof US-led mlitary action even though
wi th the endorsenent of the United Nations Security Council when they
passed the notion noved by Backbenchers' C ub Chairman Datuk Mohd Zin
Mohaned, who is also Barisan Nasional MP for Shah Al am

The Dewan Rakyat today expressed its condol ences to the Iragis, who
were killed, in defending the country against the aggressors.

The Muslim MPs recited the Al -Fati hah while the non-Mislim
parliamentari ans observed a mnute's silence in honour of the departed
soul s.

The Bills passed in this session are:

* Legal Aid (Anendnent) Bill 2003

Nati onal Land Code (Validation) Bill 2003
Suppl ementary Supply (2002) Bill 2003

Moneyl enders (Anendnent) Bill 2003

Cvil Aviation (Anmendnent) Bill 2003

Prison (Arendnment) Bill 2003

Enpl oyees Provi dent Fund (Amendnent) Bill 2003

* Labuan O fshore Securities Industry (Anendnent) Bill 2003

The Dewan Rakyat al so passed the Second Schedul e of the Financial Procedure
Act 1957 to set up a trust fund for poor students.

Al so approved was the nmotion to increase Malaysia's contribution to the
I nternati onal Devel opment Association by US$47, 450.53 or RML80, 312.
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