24 MAR 2003
Parliament-1raqg (Resol utions)
DEWAN RAKYAT PASSES SEVEN RESCLUTI ONS CONDEMNI NG US' UNI LATERAL ACTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, March 24 (Bernama) -- The Dewan Rakyat today adopted
seven resol utions after debating the notion condeming the unilatera
mlitary action on lraq by the United States and its allies.

The three-hour notion tabled by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad debated by 15 Menmbers of Parlianent, including fromthe opposition,
voi ced their solid support to the government's firm stand on the issue.

They unani nously agreed that the august House adopt these resol utions;

* Strongly condem the unilateral mlitary action on Iraq by the United
States and its allies;

* Call on the United States and its allies to i mediately stop the
unilateral mlitary action on Iraq;

* Urge all parties concerned to nake concerted efforts to i mediately
return to the peaceful settlement process to ensure Iraq's conpliance to
the relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions if it is true
Baghdad had weapons of nass destruction

* Urge the US and its allies to respect the human rights of the people
of lraq and international conventions on human rights, especially the
Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Cvilian Persons in Tine of
War ;

* That Mal aysia, together with nmenbers of the Non-Aligned Movenent and
other states sharing simlar stance, uphold the principles of internationa
law and the UN Charter in dealing with issues affecting relations between
nati ons;

* Appeal to the international conmunity to extend expeditiously
energency relief to the people of Iraq;

* That this House convey this resolution to all Iegislatures and
parliaments concerned, especially that of the US, Britain, Spain and
Australia.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Albar, in wi nding up the debate
on the notion on behalf of the government, said although all the
parlianmentarians did not have an opportunity to debate the notion, all of
them agreed with the notion noved by Dr Mahathir.

"Mbst inportantly the Dewan Rakyat, the Malaysian Parlianent has the
consensus in determ ning and presenting Ml aysia's views," he said.

He said Parlianment was the place to debate the Ml aysi an people's voice
to uphold the sovereignty of the international |aw and the United Nations
Charter which forned the basis to preserve peace for the benefit of snaller
and weaker nations.

The voice of Ml aysians was not the voice of the marginalised but
actually the voice of the mainstreamviews of the international community,
he said.

"Al t hough our approach is different but what's inportant is that we are
opposi ng the war on the basis that it did not have the mandate of the
Uni ted Nati ons.

"Also, the war is waged to change the reginme in Iraq. There is no
resol uti on what soever which authorises the United States and its allies to
initiate action for a regi me change," he said.

Stressing that the mlitary action was beyond the anbit of the |aw and
contravened principles of international |law, Syed Hamd said the US and its
allies had ignored UN Resol ution 1441 which required arns inspectors to
conduct inspection and if not satisfactory, a second resolution should be



adopt ed.

He said Mal aysia and other countries had on several occasions suggested
that the UN be restructured but was di sagreed by permanent nmenbers of the
Security Council.

Nevert hel ess, Syed Ham d said the best place was at the grassroots
| evel -- the people and the international conmunity nust nove together

"The people's voice nust be pooled to tell the US that they should stop
this unjust and cruel war which brought destruction to properties and | oss
of innocent people's lives," he said.

In reacting to the notion, Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob
hoped Mal aysia's stand as Chairman of the Non-Aligned Movenment (NAM, which
strongly opposed the Iraq war, could be conveyed to all the 116 nenbers of
t he novenent.

He said Mal aysia wanted the Iraqg war to end i medi ately as i nnocent
civilians suffered.

The support shown by the opposition to the governnment's notion
reflected their maturity, Khalil, who is al so Umo secretary-general, told
reporters.

Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said she would instruct the
nmovenent's menbers to send letters to non-governmental organisations
wor |l dwi de to notify them of the Ml aysi an government's stand.

She said the novenent condemmed in the strongest terns the invasion of
Irag by the United States and its allies.

"I"1l ask Umo branches to gather basic needs |ike blankets to be
handed to Wsma Putra for distribution to the Iraqis,"” added Rafidah, who
is International Trade and |Industry M nister

Expressing full support to the notion, MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel lu said his party feared that if the war was allowed to prolong, it
woul d have an effect on smaller and weaker countries.

"We fear it will be used as a ploy to attack other countries regarded
as "dangerous"” to the US and its allies.

"M C strongly condemed the unilateral mlitary action. W support the
nmotion tabled by Dr Mahathir for the US and its allies to stop the Iraq war
i medi ately," he added.
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