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DEWAN RAKYAT SESSI ON CREATES HI STORY OF SORTS FOR DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 11 (Bernama) -- After being in session for 42 days
since Sept 2, the Dewan Rakyat adjourned sine die today, with history of
sorts for fornmer Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

It was in this session for the last tinme before his retirenment, Dr
Mahat hir, in his capacity as Finance Mnister, tabled the 2004 Budget on
Sept 12.

Many described the budget as the best ever to be presented, pronpting
the Qpposition to see it as an el ecti on budget.

Tabling of the budget itself was a record as Dr Mahathir took about
three hours to finish reading his speech.

This session also saw Dr Mahathir tabling the Md-Term Revi ew of the
Ei ghth Mal aysia Plan on Oct 30, the eve of his retirement.

On the sane day, Dr Mahathir took several questions from Menbers of
Parliament, on a serious note but in a cheerful nood, punctuated wth
j okes.

On Nov 3, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, three days after he was
sworn in as Malaysia's fifth Prine Mnister, succeeding Dr Mahathir, tabled
a notion of thanks to Dr Mahathir who successfully steered the country for
22 years.

Abdul | ah, in his speech, praised Dr Mahathir's dedicated, firm
efficient, effective, excellent and credi bl e | eadership.

After that, Backbenchers' C ub Chairnman Datuk Mhd Zi n Mohamad noved a
nmoti on, supporting Abdullah's appointnment as Prime Mnister.

He expressed confidence Mal aysia would continue to prosper under
Abdul | ah' s | eadershi p based on his background.

Abdul l ah hails froma religious fam |y whose father was an influential
politician in Penang.

Opposi tion nmenbers al so supported Abdul | ah' s appoi nt ment .

In the evening, Abdullah hosted a breaking of the fast for MPs and
Parliament staff and | ed the maghrib, Isyak and Terawi h prayers.

Speaki ng at the function, he urged MPs, including opposition nenbers,
to cooperate, regardless of their political |eanings, for the interests of
the nation, race and religion.

Several interesting and hot topics surfaced in this session, anong
others, the issue of 14 MPs maki ng excessive travel clains, exceeding
RMLO, 000 a nont h.

Mohd Apandi Mhamad (PAS-Jeli) topped the claimants' list, having filed
clainms for nore than RML6, 000 a nont h.

The i ssue cropped up when Parlianentary Secretary to the Prine
M nister's Department Datuk Noh Omar was replying to Datuk O hman Abdul
(BN- Pendang) who wanted to know the number of MPs who cl ai med nore than
RMLO, 000.

The revel ation received wide nmedia publicity to the extent of
triggering reaction fromthe Anti-Corruption Agency to investigate the
matter.
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