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Agreenent -1 CJ
M SIA, S PORE | NK PACT TO REFER PULAU BATU PUTEH DI SPUTE TO I CJ

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 6 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia and Singapore today put into
notion |egal procedures to end their territorial dispute over Pulau Batu
Puteh by signing a special agreenent to refer the matter to the
International Court of Justice (1CJ) in The Hague.

The agreenment also calls for the 1C) to determne the ownership of two
adj acent rocky outcrops -- Mddle Rocks and Sout h Ledge.

The pact was inked by Ml aysian Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanid
Al bar and his Singaporean counterpart, S. Jayakumar, at Wsnma Putra, here
in the presence of officials from both sides.

Mal aysi a has al ways maintained that Pulau Batu Puteh, sited 7.7
nautical niles from Tanjung Penyusop in Johor and 25 nautical miles from
Si ngapore's east coast, is within its (Ml aysian) territory.

However, Singapore laid claimto the island around 1979, and both
countries subsequently agreed to settle their dispute through the |CJ.

Al though it is just a speck on the map, Pulau Batu Puteh is significant
for several reasons, including its strategic position at the nouth of an
important maritine |lane and inpact on the delinitation of territorial sea
boundari es.

"OfF course it is inportant...because it is in our territory. W don't
take into consideration whether there are sources of oil. Qur country is
our country...we don't allow people to take any part of our country," said
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad | ate |ast year on how
i mportant the island is to Ml aysia.

The territorial dispute canme to the fore follow ng Ml aysia' s success
in gaining sovereignty over the Sipadan and Ligitan islands off Sabah when
the ICJ ruled on Dec 17, 2002 that Mal aysia, and not |ndonesia, is the
owner of the palmfringed islands.

The special agreenent is inportant in that it spells out the dispute
and provides a tinme-frame for the various |egal processes such as
submi ssion of witten pleadings.

In 1993, Singapore also put in clains for Mddl e Rock and South Ledge
during discussions on the text of the agreenent.

Mal aysi a and Si ngapore agreed on the text of the said agreenment in 1998
but sonmehow coul d not concur on when it should be signed despite several
dates being traded across the Causeway.

Si ngapore has at one point suggested that it be inked at the
Asean- European Union Foreign Mnisters neeting in Brussels at the end of
last nonth but this was ruled out by Ml aysi a.

Finally, Syed Hanmid announced on Jan 9 that the special agreenent would
be signed today, a date that was proposed by Ml aysi a.

The minister has previously said that he expected the matter to be
resolved in three years.

The Pul au Batu Puteh dispute is one of the issues that has shadowed
rel ati ons between the two Asean nei ghbours which went separate ways in
1965.

Things canme to a boil when a boat carrying a group of Malaysian
journalists was chased away by Singapore marine police on Dec 24, |ast year
while attenpting to have a closer | ook at what Singapore was doing on Pul au
Bat u Put eh.

Mal aysi a al so took of fence at Singapore's accusations that its navy and
police boats have repeatedly intruded into the waters surrounding the



di sput ed i sl and.

Apart from operating the Horsburgh Lighthouse, Singapore has built
radar installations and a helipad there.
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