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DI VORCE BY SM5 IS | LLEGAL, SAYS TAI B

KUCHI NG July 31 (Bernama) -- Using the short messaging service (SM5)
to declare a divorce should not be considered | egal because it does not
fulfil the Islamc requirenment that w tnesses nmust be avail abl e, Chief
M ni ster Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud said today.

Li ke marriage, Muslimcouples intending to divorce should nmake their
i ntention known to society, he said.

"Both parties nust have the clearness of nmind that it should not be
done in jest," he told reporters after laying the foundation stone for the
RVB50 million Sarawak International Medical Centre (SIMJ) in Kota
Samar ahan, near here.

There shoul d be enough witnesses to ensure that it was in accordance
with the |aw, he said when conmenting on the issue which is being hotly
debated followi ng the decision by the East Gonbak Syariah Lower Court on
July 24 that a divorce declared via SM5 was valid provided it was verified
by the court.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said yesterday that the
state-of-the-art conmuni cation technol ogy shoul d not be abused |ike using
SM5 on t he handphone to divorce.

The Cabi net had al so deci ded that divorce by Mislim couples should not
be done via the SM5, he said

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Seri Abdul Ham d
Zai nal Abidin had al so said divorce was invalid under the Islamc Famly
Law 1984 unl ess approved by the Syariah Court.

Under existing | aws, such person can be sentenced up to six years' jail
or fined RML, 000, he said.

He said the governnent would review the Fam |y Law to provide stiffer
penalties to those who divorced theiur w ves outside the Syariah Court as
di vorce was not a small matter.
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