30 OCT 2003
Par| i anent - Mahat hi r
DO NOT USE RELI G ON TO DI VI DE PEOPLE OF THE SAME FAITH DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- The Prine M nister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, t oday advi sed all groups not to use religion to divide the
peopl e of the same faith.

He said there was no difference anong Miuslins in Ml aysia hence the
guestion of religion need not be disputed and turned into an issue in
relations within the Muslimcomunity.

"I'n any society even when the people profess the sane religion, are of
the sane race and speak the sanme | anguage there are bound to be differences
as this is human nature and because of these differences there will be
di ffering opinions."

"However concerning religion, there should be no difference as we are
all fromthe Sunni group and followers of the Imam Syafie,"” he told Datuk
Mohamad Aziz (BN Sri Gading) during Question Tine in the Dewan Rakyat.

Mohd Azi z had asked Dr Mahathir for his parting advice as Prine
M nister to the various groups with a view to ensuring |asting nationa
unity.

Dr Mahathir said different opinions apart fromthat touching on
religion could be debated so as to come up with constructive ideas.

"Opi ni ons such as that on policies...on ways of hel pi ng Bum puteras, on
ways of dealing with non-Miuslins...this we can debate together," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so advi sed the non-Mislimopposition."To the non-Mislim
opposition...remenber we are living in the same country. Mal aysia i s our
country and if we discredit our country, we will only becone the victins."

He said the majority of non-Miuslinms in Mal aysia were rational and
strongly supported the government's noderation in discharging its
responsibility.

Dr Mahathir said because of this noderation there had been no racial
riots in this country apart fromthe one on May 13, 1969.

"Fortunately the Barisan Nasional CGovernnent gives equal attention to
non- Musl i ms and non- Mal ays and this has created harnmony in our country even
t hough there are sone groups which are not happy over this harnony,"” he
sai d.

He said the majority of the citizens of Malaysia did not support these
groups "and will not support themin 2004 either" (general election?) hence
the country would continue to remain peaceful

Replying to Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong), Dr Mahathir said Ml aysi a
faced different chall enges conpared to other countries as its multiracial
popul ati on had differing opinions.

"Whil e we accept freedom of speech...we also know that if racial
sentinments are allowed to take reign the country's stability will be
jeopardi sed and racial riots will break out,” the Prime Mnister said.

"When riots break out, the fundanmental and denocratic rights of the
people will be lost," he said.

He said controls to prevent racial riots actually shiel ded denocracy
and basic human rights.

"Hence when an individual or a small group incites and this leads to
riots, they are actually denying the denocratic and human rights of the
majority," he said.

Dr Mahathir said action taken against the individual or the mnority,
whi ch m ght appear undenocratic, was in fact to protect denocracy.

"Li kewi se we do not allow the communi st party to contest in the



el ection, which is undenocratic, as we know that if they win they wll
abol i sh denocracy and set up a dictatorship.”

"Hence undenocratic action will have to be taken to protect denocracy,’
he added.

Dr Mahathir said an understandi ng of denocracy and a tolerant attitude
anong the races woul d preserve national unity and prevent terrorism and
terrorist attacks.
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