06 SEP 2003
Mahat hi r - St udent s
DO NOT WASTE COUNTRY' S MONEY- DR M TO STUDENTS

CYBERJAYA, Sept 6 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today university students who do not concentrate on their studies but busy
t hensel ves with politics are only wasting the country's noney which instead
can be used for the devel opment of the rural society.

The Prime Mnister said they could be involved in the university's
internal politics but should not allow thenselves to be poi soned by the
politics-of-hatred propagated by certain political parties.

"We find that there are students who give priority to off canpus
politics. They do not study. Wen there is political canpaigning, they go
out and canpaign, are willing to tell lies, cheat and slander. This is very
regrettable.

"The government has provided themwi th various facilities but there are
peopl e who teach themnot to be thankful, not to be grateful. This is
despi cabl e teachi ng which can cause chaos in society,” he told reporters
after a neeting with nmenbers of the Multinedi a Super Corridor Advisory
Panel here.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to coment on news reports that
pro- opposition candi dates had won in the canpus elections at Universiti
Mal aya and the International Islamc University of Ml aysia for the
2003/ 2004 peri od.

Real ising the inportance of education in the country's devel opnent, the
Prime Mnister said the government had willingly allocated the npbst anount
of nmoney to the education sector and the bulk of it went to financing
public universities.

"The CGovernment subsidy is very large indeed. Hence if they do not
focus on their studies, they are only wasting the country's noney."

He said they should not waste public funds collected fromthe
har d- ear ned noney of ot hers.

Dr Mahathir said after acquiring know edge and when earni ng noney on
their owm, if they then get involved in politicis then the cost would be
borne by thensel ves.

"Now they are involved in politics but the cost of this is borne by
ot hers, " he said.

The Prime Mnister said he would be thankful if unviersity students
lived up to their responsibility to gain know edge.

Asked about students being | abelled as pro-governnent and
pro-opposition, Dr Mahathir said the pro-governnent ones were responsible
students who did not want their education in the canpus to be disrupted.

He said students said to be anti-governnent were those who had been
incited by certain political parties.

Dr Mahathir nevertheless said it was odd as to why some students hated
t he governnent .

"What wong did the government do to thenPWe give them schol arship, we
give themuniversity, we help them to the poor we | end noney. W do
everything for them There is no reason for themto hate the governnent,'
he said.

Replying to a question, Dr Mahathir said if the people were not
di sturbed by groups that were willing to slander and lie, then they woul d
al |l support the governnent.

Mal aysi ans general |y supported the governnent because they realised
they were fortunate in living in a peaceful and prosperous country, he



sai d.

Dr Mahathir al so cormented on reports that students'achi evenent in
school 1evel science and mat hematics exam nati ons had gone up since English
was i ntroduced in the teaching of the two subjects early this year.

He said this was expected because the policy was ai med at enhancing the
capacity of students in absorbing know edge.

"I think it is natural because when you have to keep on transl ating,
thinking in two | anguages, then you'll find your capacity to absorb
know edge is nmuch less," he said.

He said | earning both subjects in English al so decreased the anount of
confusion, citing the exanple of the English word "potassiunt which was
translated as "kaliun in Malay.

"What we want to do is to absorb know edge but if in between we have to
keep on translating information, then the process becones slow. So I am not
surprised at all that they do better,"” he said.

VWhen asked whet her the governnent would pursue all out, the teaching of
Sci ence and Mathematics in English, Dr Mahathir said:

"Yes. W want everybody to have sone know edge of Science and
Mat hemati cs because even if they want to be an artist for exanple, there
cones a time when they have to do sonething about how to use a conputer,”
he said.

He added that know edge of the two subjects was very inportant for a
conmmunity that wanted to nake progress.

On his one-to-one neetings with the MSC panel lists today, Dr Mbhathir
said they were useful because all sorts of ideas were thrown about to bring
further progress to the project which entails the devel opnment of a 750 sq
km hub for multinmedi a products and services.

"Some proposed that a university dedicated to information technol ogy
and | eadership training be set up with possible direct cooperation of
certain conpani es,” he said.

Anmong those who net the Prime Mnister were Silicon G aphics Inc
Chai rman and Chi ef Executive O ficer Bob Bi shop, Cutler&Conpany Managi ng
Director Dr Terry Cutler, Mcrosoft's Chief Technical Oficer Craig Mindie
and Dr John Gage who is Sun Mcrosystens' Chief Researcher and Science
Director.

They were here for the just-concluded seventh neeting of the NM5C
Advi sory Panel .
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