01 FEB 2003
Law Hi ghl ands
DOE ASKED TO SUBM T REPORT ON LAND ABUSE | N CAMERON HI GHLANDS - LAW

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 1 (Bernama) -- The Departnent of Environment (DOE)
has been instructed to submt a full report to the Science, Technol ogy and

Environnent Mnistry on the illegal use of heavy machinery to clear and
devel op eight hectares of land in Caneron Hi ghl ands by a group of
conpani es.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Seri Law H eng Di ng
said he had asked for the report to be submtted as soon as possible.

He was comenting on a newspaper report today quoting Cameron H ghl ands
District Oficer Haron Abdul Kader as saying that the conpani es had defied
two stop-work orders.

Haron said they were ordered to stop work for using heavy machi nery and
for not covering the extensive slopes that they had exposed in an area
fornmerly part of the Blue Valley Tea Plantation

Haron al so said his officers issued conmpounds of RMb0O for each heavy
machi ne used, but operations resuned al nbst as soon as his enforcenent
officers left the site.

Asked whether his mnistry would consider raising the conpound rates
fromthe present RVb00, which is a "chicken feed for conpanies that violate
the law," Law said he would look into it.

He said the | aw governing the matter was presently under the
jurisdiction of |ocal authorities.

"As to the fines, we will |ook at that, maybe the fines are under the
| aws of local authorities, we will |look at any |aw that can be used in this
case under the DOE," he said.

Law was speaking to reporters after hosting a |uncheon for Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad and his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad Badawi in conjunction with the Chinese New Year cel ebrations here
t oday.

Meanwhi |l e, Agriculture Mnister Datuk Effendi Norwawi said the present
| aws and regul ati ons on | and abuse should be reviewed to nake it nore
prohi bitive for people to break the rules.

"The fines are too mnimal and not deterring enough. They will break
the I aw and pay the fines but the damage to the environnment and property
and even lives is bigger," he said

He said there were certain guidelines for clearing of hills but the
i ssue was how the guidelines could be enforced at the |ocal council I|evel.

"In this kind of issues, we would like the public to co-operate with
us, to let us know where they think there are certain abuses and we can
assure that the governnent will take very stern neasures to respond to
this,"” he said.

He said the governnent was concerned about the indiscrimnatory
devel opnent of the highl ands.

"Very dangerous. .. hazardous. W only need the public to help us and we
will be looking at this situation very seriously," he added.
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