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DON T BE COVPLACENT, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 12 (Bernanm) -- Mal aysians nust be prepared to face
t he gl obal challenges as the country is not spared the inpact of the
difficult external environnent, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d t oday.

He said that despite the country having achi eved significant progress
si nce I ndependence, Mal aysi ans could not be conplacent with the continued
success.

"The external environment continues to remain difficult with increasing
threats and intimdations as well as aggression and oppression,” he said
when tabling the 2004 Budget in the Dewan Rakyat.

"The peace that we hope for is still far away, while the acts of
terrorismthat we abhor, still have not subsided,” said Dr Mahathir, who is
al so Fi nance M ni ster

In concluding his three-hour speech, he said Ml aysi ans coul d not be
conpl acent but should instead be courageous and steadfast to face
obst acl es.

"We nust be willing to sacrifice, set aside our self-interests and
avoi d discord and conflicts anong us.

"We nust be nore tolerant, reinforce our cooperation and foster unity
towards buil ding a prosperous and harnoni ous Ml aysian society," he said.

"I pray to the Alm ghty that our beloved nation will continue to be
bestowed with prosperity and dignity," he said.
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