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Mahat hi r - | ndependence
DON T BE COVPLACENT, NEW COLONI ALI SM THREATENS M SI A - NMALAYS TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, May 11 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
toni ght rem nded Ml aysi ans, especially the Malays, not to be conplacent in
enj oyi ng the success and prosperity fromthe nation's independence to the
extent of forgetting that they are being threatened by a new form of
col oni al i smwhich is nore dangerous.

"W nust be aware of the danger we are facing now which is no | ess
serious fromthat faced when fighting the colonialists before,” the Prine
M ni ster said.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo President, said Ml aysia was facing the
danger of colonisation by the superpower, which was prepared to act nore
violently and unfairly.

"They want to oppress us. Look what has happen in Afghanistan, lIraq and
the threat issued against Syria. Don't think only Islamc countries in the
Arab region are facing such pressures.

"I'f we are weak, they (super power) will try to topple Umo because the
party is the pillar of defence for the country's independence and
sovereignty," he said when speaking at Umo's 57th anniversary cel ebrations
at the Merdeka Stadi um here.

Dr Mahathir rem nded the people to rem nisce the sacrifices nade by the
ol der generation and past leaders in fighting the colonial masters to gain
i ndependence for the country.

"Whil e we can enj oy now because the country has attai ned i ndependence
and has seen rapid developnment, it will be good if we | ook back to see our
origins...reflect on the early struggles of Umo and on the | eaders who
formed Umo, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said Ml aysians, particularly the Ml ays nmust weigh their
current status and be always grateful to the progress they have achi eved so
far.

"I ndeed, we have succeeded, but can we say that we have really
succeeded because an easy life will usually make peopl e weak," he said.

He said Mal aysi ans nmust be al ways prepared to face chal | enges by
upgrading their skills and talents; harden their resolve and
self-resilience without being blinded by the prosperity enjoyed.

Dr Mahathir said the hardship suffered when the country was under
colonial rule had ignited the Malay nationalismto devel op the country and
to prove to the British colonial masters that the Ml ays were capabl e of
adm nistrating their own country.

He said the British clainmed that the Mal ays were only good at catching
fish and farm ng but did not have the know edge to be given positions in
gover nent admi ni stration.

However, their clainms were proven wong when the Ml ays proved that
they were tal ented and were capabl e of running an i ndependent nation to the
extent that Mal aysia had devel oped at a rapid pace.

"In fact, nore devel oped fromthe country of the colonialist.

"W have devel oped Mal aysia to the extent that sometines it has been
regarded as a devel oped nati on.

"An independent Ml aysia under the governnent |ed by Umo has succeeded
i n devel oping the country far advanced fromthe governnent of the
colonialist,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia had attained the |evel of devel opment that
devel oped countries had to respect and recogni se its success.



"Al'l these can be done with the unity in Umo and efficient
adm ni stration,” he said, adding that the recognition of the devel oped
countries were proven when Mal aysia was invited for a neeting with the
G oup of Eight (&8) Devel oped Countries at the end of this nonth or early
next nont h.

"We are chosen in our capacity as the Non-Aligned Mvenent (NAM
Chairman to negotiate with the G8 devel oped countries.

"Previously, there were non-aligned countries but they were not invited
to negotiate. This is a recognition to NAM and al so to Mal aysia,” he said.
Dr Mahathir said this was anong the success attai ned by Ml aysia at

international level apart fromrecognition to Ml aysian conpani es,
especi ally Petronas and Mal ay individual s who have been |isted as anong the
billionaires in the world.

Dr Mahathir rem nded Mal aysians to shed the attitude of being too
dependent on the assistance of others, especially the government, to
succeed.

The Prime Mnister said: "Now we feel relieved and we think there is no
need to work anynore...thinking the government will help us and we nerely
depend on handouts.

"That's not the way because it will weaken us. If we seek easy ways, we
will not know how to fight the tide and eventually we will becone a weak
race.

"A weak race will be defeated easily and will be recol oni sed. W know
that in 1945 we opposed the Mal ayan Union but today we are not aware of the
dangers we are facing," he said.

Dr Mahathir rem nded the Malays that their struggles were far from over
al t hough attenpts to set up the Malayan Uni on had been thwarted, the
country had gai ned i ndependence and Ml aysi a had seen rapid devel opnent.

"If we are not careful, we will be attacked again. The younger
generation in Umo nust renmenber that the party's struggles are not for
personal gains but for the race, religion and country. This is Umo's
struggle,” he said.

To ensure Umo's strength and the country's stability, Dr Mhathir
asked party nenbers to close ranks within Umo, Barisan Nasional and anong
t he peopl e.

He said they should acquire knowl edge and equi p thensel ves to face the
chal | enges ahead.

"God will not change the fate of a race unless they thenselves strive
to better thenselves. This is our responsibility.

"Shouts of "Allahuakbar" (God Is Great) alone is not enough if we do
not equi p ourselves with the know edge to tackle the chall enges,” he said.

He said the peopl e should defend the country's independence and
sovereignty in whatever ways possible if they had the | ove and affection
for their own country.

"Ml aysia belongs to all of us. W are duty bound to defend the
country. W are the ones who will enjoy the fruit of the independence of
our bel oved nation," he added.
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