07 APR 2003
Naj i b- DPM
DON' T DI SCUSS DPM AND UVNO DEPUTY PRESI DENT | SSUE, SAYS NAJI B

KUALA LUMPUR, April 7 (Bernama) -- Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak has asked party menbers not to discuss the issue of the
appoi nt ment of the deputy prinme mnister and Umo deputy president in
Cct ober .

Naji b, who is the Defence Mnister, said Umo nenbers should refrain
from openly di scussing and expressing their views on the matter during the
di vision neetings to be held this nonth.

He was comenting on the support expressed by the Chenderoh Umo
division in Perak yesterday for himto be elevated to deputy president and
appoi nted deputy prine mnister in Cctober.

Such statements could affect the concentration and efforts of the party
| eadershi p and nenbers to prepare for the next general election, he said in
a statenent today.

He said: "I wish to clarify that yesterday, when asked by reporters, |
declined to nake any comment on the statenent out of respect for the Umo
division's view"

Najib said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had naned
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi as his successor,
and he was confident that all in Umo would give their full support to this
successi on.

Dr Mahathir has said that he would step down in Cctober.

Chender oh Umo divi sion chairman Datuk Seri Mhanmed Nazri Aziz said his
division felt that Najib was the nost qualified to become the deputy prine
m ni ster as he was one of the |ongest-serving cabinet mnisters and had
contributed a lot to national devel oprent.
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